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To this New EvDiT1oNn. 
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HE continued und active Induſtry i 
of Popiſh Emiſſaries, protected 
| and aſſiſted by Popiſh Families of Wl 
Power or Wealth, fo ſeduce Proteſtant 
Subjects from the true Chriſtian Faith, 
as well as their Allegiance, has occaſioned 
a new Edition of the following ſmall ili 
Tract, publiſhed and diſperſed ſome Years 


ago. 


| 


is an Obſervation lately made by an 
eminent Prelate, * of great. Abilities, i | 
Learning and Piety; Has not Popery iſ 
been daily getting Ground of us by the iſ 
e artful. and unregarded Iuſinuatious of Wh 
the Adverſary ; and by Applications f 
« another Kind, which do indeed but tit- WW 
“ tle Honour to the - Converts, ar tie 

| A 2 © Con- 
*® Biſhop Sherlock's Sermon at Salisbury, on Oc> Al 


caſion of the late Rebellion, pag. 1 5, — 


bo 


1 
* 
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« Converters? The Price af which a b. 
« Man may SELL the Proteſtant Reli- | * 
gion, is become, almoſp à flated and it. 
te well nom Sum; and there art known 1. 
i Markets, in which a Man may ſell the 1 
« Faith in which be was born and bred, an 
« Such: new purchaſed Proſelytes make nw” . 
great Figure: for this Method indeed S as 
-« has no Effet but upon the loweſt of pre 
** the People. And conjidering how im. i 
ac proper an Application this is to the 'tts 
$* Conſcience, there is Ground to ſufpef?, a} 
* tbat it is made uſe of rather to raiſe 

r Recruits againſt a pr oper Time, than j 
in Hopes to make real Converts.” — in 
How juſt, and bow alarming are thefe Caf 
'Refeftions from ja wife and able a Judge I My, 
Especially as the Artifices of Popery bave. DA] 


lately been employed, and not withaut Suc- 
ceſs, againſt Perfons of greater Fortunes 
and Rank /! 


. A Defire to remedy, in ſome meafure, 
this growing Evil, bas cauſed the Re- 
printing the following Sheets. The vene- 
rable and uſeful So EY FOR PRO- 
MOTING CHRISTIAN KNOWLEDGE, 
which con/iſts of a large Number of Perſons, 
illuſtrious for their Stations in Church and 
State, as well as their Learning and + ety, 
I ave 


(v) 

have judged it proper and expedient at 
this Funtture, when P 1s contiming 
its Attacks with fo much Vigour here and 
Vrolence abroad, that the common People 
ſhould be furniſhed with this little Per form- 
ance, as a Weapon of fome Defence, which 
may be purchaſed at a low Price, 
and eafily 5 ere d. And i in order to 
promote its Ct 2x this Approbation 
is mentioned ; though, at the ſame Time, 
tis a Ci rcumſtance which cannot but give 
4 Writer much Satisfaction. 


[t is certainly a ſeaſmable 3 
in a familiar Manner, obvious to every 
r to expoſe the Fallacy of theſe 

„ whzch Popiſb Decervers 

— Lot to mifiend the Ignorant and 
Unwary ; and to-conmvnee the e plarneſ Cm 
Cs fincerely deſirous of muy 
the _— that every Claim made by Po- 
pery, and eſpecially thoſe bold and noĩſy 
Pretences to ANTIQUITY: and IN AI. 
LIBILITY, are void of all real Feunda- 
in. But this 5s not attempted with the 
vain Expectatian revuiling upon any 
1 on, EY — be % 2 
wicked, as fo fell the Truth and bis 
own Soul, for ſome little temporal Advan® 
tage, without any proper Inquiry or Exa- 
A 3 mination 
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(vi) 


mination into the Goodneſs of thoſe Pro- 


teftant Princi _ which he improuſly re- 


nounces ; or the dangerous Nature of thoſe 
Popiſh Errors which £ unaduſedly embraces, 
Such an Apoſtaſ) from the pure and unde- 
filed Religion of the Goſpel, is highly ag- 
gravated, where.the Light of Truth is con- 
Jp1cuous, and the Means of Information 
and Knowldge fo much in every Man's 
Power, who does not wilfully ſhut his Eyes, 
or profti tute himſelf to the 2 corrupt 
Temptations, ⁊porthy only of the moſt cor- 
* Religi on. 


Tics very Wie one af the principal 
Artifices of Popery, to reſtrain thoſe, who 
are defigned as a Bran for from receiving that 
Advice and Information, which-God's good 
Providence has. appointed in every Pariſh 
of this Kingdom. By this M anagement a 
fure Foundation is laid for the ſame im- 
plicit Faith, wpon which alone the monſtrous 
Fabrick of. Poprſh Superſtition could have 
been ever | raiſed, or can not be ſupported. 
But as the Reaſoning of tbe Advocates. for 
Papery, ſuch as it is, will be here fully 
| repreſented, and in their own. Words, no 
Complaint can be made of unfair Treat- 


9 g. in anal any Part \ of. the So- 
ase. 4d pbiſiry 


een 
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hiftry (as it muſt be called) which is em- 
060 to palliate that bad Cauſe. 


Happy would it be for ſuch deluded Per- 


ſons, in whoſe Minds Education has fixed 


4 deep Prejudices in favour of Popery, if 


| 


they could ſo far diveſt themſelves of 
thoſe dangerous Prepoſſeſhons, as to reſort 
with ſerious Impartiality to the ſacred 
Fountain of Truth, thoſe divine Writings, 
which all Chriſtians, in every Age and 
Country, have acknowledged to be given 
by Inſpiration of GOD; which contain 
original and uncorrupted Chriſtianity, and 
are able to make us wisE unto SALVA- 
TION. May Gop enlighten their Minds 
with the Knowledge of the Truth; and 
preſerve all others from falling into the 
ſame pernicious Errors! Amen, 


(1) 


A Roman Catholick's Reaſons, &c. 
fully Anſwered. 


Firſt Popiſh RE Aso. 

Ecauſe the Proteſtant Religion is a new Re- 
ligion, which had no Being in the World, 
till One T houſand Five Hundred Years af- 

ter CuRISH: And therefore, it comes One 

Thouſand Five Hundred Years too late to be the 

true Church of CHRIST. MARTIN LUTHER 

laid the firſt Foundations of the Proteſtant Religion 
in the Year 1517, and his Followers took the 

Name of Proteflants in the Year 1529. Before 

which Time, neither the Name, nor the Religion 

was ever heard of in the Chriſtian World: And we 
defy all the learned men amongſt them, to name 
ſo much as one ſingle Man before LuTHER, who 
held throughout their Thirty Nine Articles, or any 
other intire Syſtem of Proteſtancy, as it is now 
profefled in any Country upon Earth, Now, how 
can that be CyR1sT's Church, which, for ſo many 

Ages, had no Being in the World? Since all 

Chriſtians are obliged to acknowledge, that the true 

Church of Chriſt can be no other, than that which 

had its Beginning from CHRIST; and, as he pro- 

miſed, was to ſtand tor ever. vec ot Matt. xvi. 18. 

and xxviii. 20. 


ANSWER, 
T HE Religion embraced by Proteſtants, 


1s the true, original, and uncorrupted Reli- 
gion of JESUS Cnxis T, and his Apoſtles. 
Thoſe antient Creeds, the Apoſtles and Nicene, 
which, by the Confeſſion of Papiſts, are 
compoſed of the genuine Doctrines of Chriſ- 

B tianity, 


2 


ſtianity, contain a Summary of the Prote/- 
tant Faith. Our Enemies themſelves being 


Judges, noone falſe Doctrine can be charged 


upon us, as we make no Opinions the Con- 
ditions of being admitted into our Church 
(which appears by our Form of Baptiſm) 
but what, being founded upon the infallible 
Word of Gop, have been always acknow- 
ledged to be true by the* whole Chriſtian 
Church. As the Proteſtant Faith is thus 


| | . antient, genuine, and unexceptionable, ſo is 


our religious Worſhip, our Adverſaries again 
being Judges, pure and uncorrupt. Thou 
ſhalt worſhip the Lord thy God, and him only 
Halt thou ſerve, Luke iv. 8. is the Rule of 
Proteſtant Practice. The Sacraments, like- 
wiſe, are adminiſtred by us, according to our 
Saviour's Appointment, without ſuperſtiti- 
ous Additions, or facrilegious withholding 
of the Cup. The Proteſtant Doctrine, Wor- 
ſhip, and Communion, thus pure and unde- 
filed, are beyond the Reach of Cenſure ; be- 
ing founded upon holy Scripture, and moſt 
unqueſtionably having their Beginning and 
Appointment from JESsus CHRIST himſelf, 
and his Apoſtles. But as Providence permit- 
ted it to happen in the Fewiſb Church, that 
the corrupt and idolatrous Worſhip of Baal 
was mixed with the Worſhip of the true Gop; 
ſo the Church of Rome, ſowing Tares among 
the J/heat, has gradually introduced great 
Corruption and Idolatry into the Chriſtian 
Doctrine and Worſhip. And yet, in like 
38 Manner 


S 2. EL RY ha 


el 


Manner as the Heathens unjuſtly reproached 
the primitive Chriſtians with Novelty, for re- 
jecting the groſs Idolatry and Superſtitions 
then eſtabliſhed, and bringing Mankind back 
to the original Worſhip of the One, only 
true, and living Gop; ſo do Papiſts reproach 
Proteſtants with Novelty, and perſecute them 
(as the Heathens did the Primitive Chriſtians) 
meerly for reſtoring Chriſtianity to its origi- 
nal Standard, the Purity and Simplicity of 
the Goſpel. _. 

The Creed of Pope Prius IV. which is now 
the Standard of the Romiſb Faith, was pub- 
liſhed no longer ago than December 9. 1564. 
and ſo is near 40 Years more modern 
Luther. This eminent Man was not the 
Founder of the Proteſtant Religion, but an 
Inſtrument raiſed up by Providence to increaſe 
the Number of thoſe good © Chriſtians, who 
in England, and many other Places, had de- 
clared, long before Luther, their Abhorrence 
of Popiſh Corruptions, and ſuffered grievous 
Perſecutions for adhering to the Truths of 
the Goſpel. Notwithſtanding the cruel En- 
deavours of the Church of Rome, to deſtroy 
the ſincere Profeſſors of Chriſtianity ; yet 
great Numbers of ſuch continued, through 
the ſeveral Ages, in many Places of Europe, 
beſides vaſt Multitudes of Chriſtians, in other | 
Parts of the World, who had never bowed - | 
the Knee to Baal, or ſubmitted to the R- Mi 
miſh Yoke. And upon this Rock, this ſure 
Foundation of IE SUS CHRIST, and his Apoſ- 


B 2 tles, 


: 4 
tles, the Proteſtant Religion (which is no 
other than the original, genuine Articles of 
the Chriſtian Faith) hath ſtood in all Ages, 
and now ſtands. * LEE 


Second Popiſb Rx As ow. 

BECAUSE the Proteſtant Religion cannot 
be true, except the. whole Scripture, both of the 
Old and New Teſtament, from the Beginning to 
the End, be falſe; which in ſo many Places aſſures 
us, that the Church of CHRIST ſhould” never go 
aſtray. Forevery one knows, that the Proteſtant 
Religion pretends to be a Reformation of the Church 
of CHR15sT;-and, it is evident, there could be no 
Room for a Reformation of the Churchof CHRIST, 
except the Church -was gone aſtray: So that the 
whole Building of their pretendedly Reformed 
Church is founded upon this Suppoſition, of the 
whole Church, before the Times of Luther, hav- 
ing been corrupted by damnable Errors. Laity 
and Clergy,” ſays their Homily Book, approved 
by the XXXIX Articles, Art. XX XV. Learn- 
ed and Unlearned, all Ages, Sects, and Degrees 
« of Men, Women, and Children of whole Chriſ- 
<< tendom (an horrible and moſt dreadful Thing to 
<« think) have been at once drowned in abomina- 
ce ble Idolatry ; of all other Vices, moſt deteſted 
« by Gop, and damnable to Man, and that by 
< the Space of Eight Hundred Years and more.” 
Homil. Of Peril of Idolatry, Part III. Now, I 
fay, if this be true, which is the main Foundation 
of the Proteſtant Church, the whole Scripture muſt 
be falſe, which ſo often promiſes, that CHRIST's 
Church ſhall never be corrupted by Error in Mat- 
ters of Faith, much leſs be, for ſo many Ages, 
overwhelmed with abominable Idolatry, 1 art 
eter 


- 
9 
4 4 
| i 
x 
L I { 
1 4 


| 


0 
pf 


(3) 


Peter, ſays our LorD, St Matt. xvi. 18. and upon 
this Rock will I build my Church, and the Gates of 
Hell ſ the Powers of Darkneſs] ſhall not prevail 
againſt it. Therefore the Church of CHRIS 
could never go aſtray. Go, teach all Nations, ſays 
the fame Lok p to the Apoſtles, and their Succeſſors, 
the Paſtors of the Church, St Matt. xxviii. 20. and 
bebald, I am with you. always, even ta the End of the 
World. Therefore the Church of Chriſt could never 
fall into Errors; becauſe CHRISTH, who is the Hay, 
the Truth, and the Life, St John xiv. 6. has promiſed 
his Preſence and Aſſiſtance to her Teachers, even 
to the End of the World. See alſo St Fohn xiv. 
16, 17. where CHRIST promiſes to the ſame Paf- 
tors and Teachers of the Church, The Comforter, 
the Spirit of Truth, to abide with them for ever, 
Ta teach them all Things, ver. 26. and to guide them 
into all Truth, Chap. xvi. 13. And. {ſaiah lix. 
20, 21, where Go p promiſes, that after the com- 
ing of our Redeemer, his Church ſhall never err. 
This is my Covenant with them, ſaith the Lord; 
My -Spiri jthat is upon thee, and my Words which 
I have put in thy Mouth, ſhall not depart out of thy 
Mouth, nor ont of the Mouth of thy Seed, nar out of 
the Mouth of thy Seeds Seed, ſaith the Lord, from 
henceforth, and for ever. See alſo, for the Infalli- 
bility of the Church of CHRISHT, Pſalm lxxii, 
5, 7. P/. Ixxxix. 3,4, 27 to 37. Iſaiah ix. 6, 7. 
Chap. xxxv. 8. Chap. liv. 1, 2, 3, 9, 10, 13, 15, 
17. Chap. Ix. 17, 12, 15, 16. Chap. Ixii. 6. Je- 
remiab xxxi. 35, 36, 37. Chap. xxxiil. 14, to 21. 
Ezekiel xxxvii. 24, 26. Daniel ii. 44. St Luke 
x. 16. Epheſians iv. 11, to 14. Chap. v. 23, 24. 
1 Timothy iii. 14, 15. 
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ANSWER. 


THE Faith of Proteſtants, which is no 
other than the conſtant Faith of the Chriſtian 
Church, founded upon Scripture, has been al- 
ways preſerved, according to our bleſſed Savi- 
our's Promiſe ; the Gates of Hell, (notwith- 
ſtanding the Violence of profeſſed Enemies, 
and the corrupt Additions of pretended 
Friends) have not prevailed againſt theſe ge- 
nuine Articles of the Chriſtian Religion. 
Has this Faith failed? Have there not always 
been great Numbers, even the whole, Body of 
Chriſtians, from the very Beginning of Chriſ- 
tianity, who have profeſſed thoſe Doctrines 
which Proteſtants embrace; and for many 
Centuries received thoſe Creeds, and thoſe 
Creeds only, which Proteſtants receive? The 
Texts of Scripture relating to the Preſerva- 
tion and Continuance of a Chriſtian Church 
never mention, nor have any regard to the 
particular Church or Biſhop of Rome. The 
Church of Rome can by no Means be called 
the firſt, or Mother Church, much leſs the 
only Church. Chriſtian Churches were form- 
ed and ſettled at Jeruſalem, Antioch, and 
ſeveral other Parts of the World, before the 
Goſpel was preached at Rome: And with 
more Reaſon might the Church of Jeruſalem 
claim a Superiority over the Church of Rome 3 
as the Goſpel went forth from 7eru/ſalem, 
| and from Jeruſalem was preached at Rome, 


than the Biſhop of Rome, upon the — 
| 0 
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of any Miſſionaries ſent into Britain, can 
claim any Superiority in this Iſland, where 
a Chriſtian Church, that owned no Subjec- 
tion to the Pope, had been planted many 
Hundred Years before Auguſtin the Monk 
came to convert the Saxons. Some of the 
diſtinguiſhing Tenets of Popery were not 
heard of for many hundred Years after the 
Apoſtles; and to this Day, have never been 
received by the Whole, or the greateſt Part 
of the Chriſtian Church. In particular, the 
boaſted Supremacy, and pretended Infalli- 
bility of the Biſhop or Pope of Rome, was 
never univerſally acknowledged, even in the 
groſſeſt Times of Ignorance: for it is well 
known, that when the World was ſunk into 
the greateſt Ignorance, Popery had the great- 
eſt Succeſs. This groundleſs Claim of In- 
fallibility was never made or thought of in 
the firſt Ages of the Church; where the pri- 
mitive Fathers, inſtead of ending at once 
Controverſies that aroſe among Chriſtians, 
or ſilencing Hereticks by a ſhort Appeal to 
the ſuppoſed Infallibility of the Pope, enter 
into a full Diſcuſſion of diſputed Points, 'and 
endeavour to confute their Adverfaries: not 
by ſaying, the Pope, who is the ſupreme, 
living, infallible Judge, has ſo determined; 
but by offering their own Reaſons, and large- 
ly arguing in ſuch a Manner, as plainly ſhews 
no ſuch ſupreme, infallible Authority, was 


ſo much as dreamt of, for many hundred 


Years after CHRIST. The Truth of the Caſe i 
B 4 18s 
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is this; the corrupt Additions of weak or 


wicked Men, frequently oppoſed before, were 
more univerſally rejected at the bleſſed Re- 
formation ; the true, antient, Chriſtian Faith 


was retained, and alſo that religious Worſbip, 
free from Superſtition or Idolatry, whereby 
we worſhip Go in Spirit and in Truth; con- 


ſidering him as a ſpiritual Being, and ſo not 


preſuming to give any Idea or Notion of the 


moſt high Go, by the Picture of an od 


Man; or to make any Repreſentation or 
Figures of the bleſſed Trinity, expreſly allow- 
ed, blaſphemous as it is, by that authentic 
Popiſh Piece, The Catechiſm of the Council of 


_ Trent, p. 321. 


The whole Church of CarisT can never 
fail; i. e. there will always be ſome good 
Chriſtians (in different Ages very different 
Numbers) who adhere to the Doctrine and 
Worſhip appointed in the Goſpel. All learn- 
ed Men well know, however Papiſts con- 
ceal it from the Vulgar, that there was a 


Time when the Pope himſelf, and Councils, 


and almoſt the whole Church, profeſſed it- 
ſelf Arian, The Popiſh Reaſoning, for the 
Infallibility of the Church (becauſe our Sa- 
viour declared to his Eleven Apoſtles, I am 
with you always, even unto the End of the 


World) extends equally to all Chriſtian Coun- 


tries, i. e. to an univerſal Infallibility, if to 
any; which is inconſiſtent with thoſe many 
Predictions of a Departure from the Faith, 


not confined to any particular Place or Peo- 


ple; 


be nat in. + oro. hae + FR A 


plez nor is it once fug ggeſted by our Saviour, 
or his Apoſtles, that Rome has any peculiar 
Privilege, or that Chriſtians ſhould reſort to 
the Pope for Truth and Certainty. On the 
contrary, no Part of the Chriſtian Church 
has leſs Reaſon to boaſt of Infallibility: How 
exactly are ſome of the Errors of that corrupt 
Church deſcribed by the Apoſtle, now the 
Spirit ſpeaketh expreſly, that in the latter Times 
SOME SHALL DEPART FROM THE FAITH; 

giving Heed to ſeducing Spirits, and Doctrines 
of Devils, [ Aaruoriey, Daznmons, or departed 
Spirits] forbidding to marry, and commanding 
to abſtain from Meats, which God hath created 
to be received with Thankſgiving, 1 Tim, iv. 

1, &c. Ir is therefore, an Inſult upon the 
Underſtanding of his Hearers, for any Popiſh 
Prieſt to ſay, Italy is more ſecure from dan- 
gerous Notions and Practices, than England, 

Sweden, Or any other Country, Providence 
will not ſuffer the whole Church of CHRIST 
to fall into fatal Miſtakes ; but there is no 
Promiſe of Security to any particular Place 
or Nation, eſpecially not to the Church of 
Rome, to whom the Apoſtle's Advice, in his 
Epiſtle to that very Church, Rom. xi. 20, 21. 

is very remarkable, Be not high minded, but 
fear; for if God ſpared not the natural Branches 
(the Zews) take heed left be alſo ſpare not THEE : 

this Caution was given to the Church of Rome, 
as the Apoſtle tells them, ver. 25. leſt they 
ſhould be wiſe in their own Concett;, leſt they 
ſhould flatter themſelves with the vain No- 
cion of the Impoſſibility of heir falling away, | 
8 or - | 


js. 
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or aſſume a Superiority over their Chriſtian 
Brethren of other Countries. 

The once flouriſhing Churches of Alia and 
Africa are now unhappily overrun by Ma- 
hometan Deluſions; England, and other Pro- 


teſtant Countries, were formerly under great 


Errors; Popiſh Countries are fo now; but 
ſtill, Providence has always preſerved ſome 
faithful Perſons, in ſome Part of the World 
or other, who maintain the true Chriſtian 
Faith and Worſhip ; though, in many Pla- 
ces, groſs Popiſh Corruptions had darkened, 
and till darken the Light of Truth. If 
therefore Papiſts, who do themſelves embrace 
a Creed framed many Years ſince LuTaeR, 
ſhould aſk that abſurd Queſtion, ſo often 
ſufficiently anſwered, Where was your Re- 
ligion before LUTHER? The Reply is very 
plain and ſatisfactory; the Proteſtant Reli- 


gion, being the original Religion of JESUS 


CHRIST, was always contained in the holy 
Scriptures, and profeſſed by the whole Chriſ- 
tian World; not only in Europe, but in all 
other Parts, the Eaſtern as well as Weſtern 
Churches : Though the Enemy ſometimes 


| ſows Tares, and the Weakneſs or Wickedneſs 


of Man introduces corrupt Additions to the 
Goſpel. When barbarous Nations of Goths 


and Vandals had forced their Way, like a 


Torrent, and Europe was ſunk in Jenorance, 
ſome of theſe Churches were ſeduced by 
Popes, and their Creatures, into Idolatry, 


and many abſurd and dangerous Corruptions 


of Chriſtianity, Theſe Corruptions, propa- 
gated 
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every Iniquity, as well as to lead us into all Truth. 


1 


gated in thoſe dark Ages, but all along ho- 
neſtly oppoſed by the wiſeſt and beſt Chrif- 
tians, were wiſely rejected at the Reforma- 
tion ; Religious Worſhip was brought back 
to its original Purity, in a Language un- 
derſtood by the People; the holy Sacra- 
ments were adminiſtred according to the Ap- 
FR of our bleſſed Saviour; in the 
oRD's Supper, Communion under both 
Kinds was juſtly reſtored, as being command- 
ed by CHRISTH, and practiſed in all Chriſti- 
an Churches for 1400 Years. The Religion 
of Proteſtants therefore, is truly antient and 
catholic; always has been preſerved in the 
World; and being no other than the Religi- 
on of Jesus CHRISH, there can be no doubt 
but all the Promiſes in Scripture in favour of | 
the Church of CHRISTͤ, will be verified, as 
hitherto they have been, in the Preſervation 
of this true Chriſtian Proteſtant Faith and 
Worſhip, Not that an Exemption and Free- 
dom from all Miſtake and Error is to be ex- 8 
pected in this im perfect State, any more than | 
a total Freedom from Sin: Nor do any of the 
Scriptures quoted by Papiſts promiſe one Ex- 
emption, more than the other, to the Teachers 
of the Church, or to any Perſon or Country 
whatever. In many Things we all offend; tho 
the Deſign of the Goſpel is 70 preſerve us from ij 
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Third Popiſh RRASON. 


BECAUSE the firſt Foundations of the Proteſ- 
tant Religion were laid by an infupportable Pride | 


G 
: 
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in one Man, vis. Luther (who is acknowledged to | 
have been in the Beginning all alone) his preſum- ©? 
ing to ftand out againſt the whole Church of G; | 
therefore, inſtead of following him, or the Reli- 
gion invented by him, we ought, by the Rule of 
the Goſpel, St Matt. xviii. 17, to look upon him | 
as no better than a Heathen and a Publican. 7 
he neglect to hear the Church, let him be to thee as a 
Heathen and a Publican. a; 
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ANSWER. 
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UPON Examination it plainly appears, 
that the firſt Foundations of Popery were laid 
by the unwarrantable Pride, Ambition, or 
Covetouſneſs of wicked Popes and their 
Abettors; the gainful Project has been car- 

. ried on by Craft, Treachery, and Violence. 
The particular Times and Perſons who intro- 
duced the ſeveral Corruptions, are well known; 
many of theſe were borrowed from the Hea- 
thens, where they had been very uſeful for 
increaſing Wealth and Power. As conve- 
nient Opportunities offered, of which Popes 
have always been extremely watchful, they 
procured the Reception of thoſe ſuperſtitious 
and profitable Uſages, firſt in one Kingdom, 
then in another; though not without conſi- 

_ derable Oppoſition from the beſt Members of 
the Church of CarIsT, whom they would not 
bear. Thus, that fundamental Principle of 
Popery, that the Pope is Univerſal Biſhop, re- 
pugnant to many Paſſages of Scripture, and 
never heard of in the firſt Ages of the Church, 

| i Or 
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or the firſt General Councils, was artfully ob- 
rained many hundred Years after CHRIST, 
from that Monſter of Wickedneſs, Paocas ; 
who having murdered his Maſter, the Em- 
peror Mavz1Ttivs, and all the Royal Fa- 
mily, 6 Sons and 2 Daughters, procured him- 
ſelf to be made Emperor; and in return for 
the Favour and Countenance he received from 
Pope BoniFace, this Murderer conferred 
upon him the Title of Untver/al Biſhep; tho?, 
as the Po Thee % Writers acknowledge, his Pre- 
deceſſor GREGORY had declared a few 
Years before, Wheever calls himſelf, or deſires 
to be called by others, the Univerſal Biſhop, is a 
Forerunner of Antichriſt. And in another of 
his Epiſtles — that ſuperſtitious and baugbty 
Name of Univerſal Biſhop. But this haughty 
Name not being ſufficient to gratify the Am- 
bition of Popes, they have added. the proud 
Title of Univerſal Prince. Thus Pope Pius V. 

expreſly ſtiles himſelf, over all Nations and 
Kingdoms Px1wnce © (ſuper omnes Gen- 
tes & omnia Regna Funes in that wicked 
Bull, which he publiſhed to deprive that glo- 
rious Princeſs, Queen ELIZABETH, of her 
Dominions, Crown and Dignity ; wherein 
are likewiſe denounced the moſt dreadful 
Curſes againſt faithful Subjects for obeying 
their lawful Sovereign, How unlike the 


Behaviour and Doctrine of St Peter, who, 


far from aſſuming this haughty Supremacy, 
expreſly enjoins Chriſtians o ſubmit (not to 
the Biſhops of Rome, but) to the King, as S u- 
PREME, 1 Pet. ii. 13. To 


14 
To theſe Maxims of Power, the Popes 


have added many profitable Doctrines, ſuch 


as Purgatory, a State of Puniſhment, from 


which, they pretend, the Dead may be de- 
livered by Prayers and Maſſes, purchaſed 


by the Living; of the ſame Sort is their 


Doctrine of Auricular Confeſſion and Abjo- 


lution, Saint-making, Indulgencies, and Di/ſ- 


penſations; for which, certain Prices are 


fixed ifi the Chancery Court of the Church of 
Rome. A Catalogue of the Sums paid for 
the reſpective Ditbenlutions, Sc. has been 
ſeveral Times publiſhed, particularly by 
ANTHONY ECGCANE, B. D. Confeſſor-Ge- 
neral of Ireland, The Pride falſly charged 
upon Lu r HER, conſiſted in his honeſt Zeal 
to deliver the People from theſe ſhameful 
Burdens, Shoe ares. to ſtop the ſcandalous 


Traffick of Indulgencies, which the Council 


of Trent itſelf, in the 25th Seſſion, is obliged 
to allow had been managed with ſuch Super- 


ſtition, Ignorance, and Irreverence, (theſe are 


the very Words) as to have given great Of- 
fence ; and that a Deſire of the wiced Pro- 


fits which theſe Indulgencies produced, had 


been the Cauſe of the Abuſes complained of. 
And yet, for complaining of, and oppoſing 
theſe groſs and grievous Impoſitions upon 
the Chriſtian People, is Lu r HR charged 
with inſupportable Pride; who certainly was 
much to be commended for not hearing a Set 
of fraudulent Deceivers, that called them- 


ſelves The Church, when not only Truth, but 
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common Honeſty, ſpoke ſo loudly againſt 
their very wicked, though very gainful Prac- 
tices. But ſure, if Papiſts alledge Pride in. 
LuTHER, Who could not be more alone than 
ATHANASIUS formerly was, as an Argument 
againſt Proteſtants, they muſt allow the in- 
ſufferable Pride of Popes, to be a much 
ſtronger Argument againſt Popery. The 
Faith of Proteſtants is founded upon the Ho- 
ly Scriptures, and not upon the Characters 
of particular Men. Thus Article VI of the 
Church of EncLanD, Holy Scripture contains 
all Things neceſſary to Salvation: When Pa- 
piſts therefore attack the Religion of Proteſ- 
tants, they muſt attack the Bible, for there, 
and there only, is their Religion contained ; 
and if Proteſtants differ in the Interpretation 


of ſome particular Texts of Scripture, ſo do 
Papiſts. | 75 


Fourth Popiſh Rt As ON. 


BECAUSE Lr HER, and the firſt Proteſtants, 
when they began to ſet up their new Religion, and 
diſclaim'd from the Authority and Doctrine of all 
Churches then upon Earth, could not ſay the 
Creed without telling a Lye, when they came to 
that Article, I believe the Holy Catholick Church, 
the Communion of Saints, 


PROTESTANTS who embrace, and 
conſtantly profeſs the Articles of the true 
Faith once delivered to the Saints, accord- 


ing 


ing to our Bleſſed Saviour's Command, call 
no Man Maſter, for one is their Maſter, even 
CHRIST; and accordingly they ſincerely 
profeſs that Article of the Creed; I believe 
in Feſus Chriſt our LoRD; and they likewiſe 
believe, The Holy Catholick Church, aud the 
Communion of Saints. But in Caſes where 
the Church of Rome had forſaken the Laws 
of CaRr1sT, it was great Wiſdom and Piety 
to forfake the corrupt Church of Rome, and 
obey God rather than Man. Thus for In- 
ſtance, our Bleſſed Saviour inſtituted the holy 
Sacrament in both Kinds, and the Apoltle 
expreſly tells the CoxINTHIANS, as often as 
ye (all the Church of Corinth) eat this Bread 
and drink this Cup, ye do fhew the Lok p' 
Death till he come, 1 Cor. xi. 26. In fuch 
Caſes therefore, it was highly prudent to 
deſpiſe the falſe Accuſation of Novelty, and 
return to the original Appointment of our 
Saviour, who. beſt knew in what Manner it 
was proper for Chriſtians to commemorate 
the ſhedding of his moſt precious Blood. 
They, who call the Pope infallible that pre- 
ſumes to contradict the infallible Son of Gop, 
may with equal Truth charge Proteſtants 
with Novelty, becauſe they piouſly return to 
the antient Appointment of their Bleſſed Sa- 
viour, who ſaid, Drink ye ALL of this. In 
fact, the Charge of Novelty juſtly belongs to 
Popery, which has preſumptuouſly ſet aſide 
the primitive Inſtitution, and aſſumed the 
bold Authority of repealing the Law and 


' Ordinance of Car1sT himſelt. e 
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So again, the Papiſts had multiplied the 
Objects of their religious Worſhip, and with 
vain Diſtinctions, applied to many Media- 
tors; Proteſtants wiſely returned to the plain 


Doctrine of the Scripture; where it is ex- 


preſly aſſerted there is ont God, and oN E 
Mediator between God and Men, the Man 
Chriſt Feſus, 1 Tim. ii. 5. Tis the ſame 
in all other Caſes, where Proteſtants differ 
from Papiſts; *tis becauſe theſe firſt deſerted 
and differed from the Holy Scriptures, which 
are able to make us wiſe unto Salvation, thre? 
Faith that is in Chriſt ; and were written 
that we might believe that Feſus is the Chriſt, 
and believing might have Life eternal, 2 Tim. 
I. 15. John xx. 31. 


Proteſtants firmly believe that Jesvs CurisT - 


has a Catholic or Univerſal Church, not con- 
fined, like the Jeuiſb, to one People or Na- 
tion; but in every. Nation his true Diſciples, 
thoſe who believe the holy Scriptures, and 
obſerve the Commands therein contained, are 
true Members of the Catholic or Univerſal 
Church. Under this Perſuaſion, Proteſtants 
can ſafely and truly repeat the Article of 
the Creed, I believe the Holy Catholick Church, 
the Communion of Saints. But Papiſts give 
themſelves the Lze, (*tis their own coarſe Lan- 
guage) whilethey profeſs to believea Catholick 
or Univerſal Church, and yet confine it to the 
Limits of their own Popiſh Church; and very 


abſurdly, as well as uncharitably, make the | 
hole Chriſtian Church ſignify no more than 
; 


that 


thatcomparatively /mall Part of it, which, by 
'various Artifices, was gradually prevailed up- 


(18) 


on to come under Subjection to the Biſhop of 
Rome. The Mayor of any Corporation might 
as properly ſay his Town was all England, 
as the Church of Rome pretend to be all the 
Church of CHRIST. To which groundleſs 
Pretence, they add the moſt ſhocking Pride 
and Uncharitableneſs, by excluding from the 
Fold of CHRIST, and all Poſſibility of Sal- 
vation, far the greateſt Part of the whole 
Chriſtian World. 


Fifth Popiſh REASON. 


BECAUSE the Proteſtant Church has not 
thoſe Marks by which the Nicene Creed directs us 


to the true Church of CHRIST: It is not Ore, 
Holy, Catholic, and Apoſtolical. 1. Tis not One, 


| becauſe the different Branches of the pretended 
Reformation are divided from one another in Faith 


and Communion ; nay, ſcarce any two ſingle Men 
among them all, are throughout of the ſame Sen- 


timents in Religion; and no wonder, fince every 


Man's private Spirit is with them the ultimate 
Judge of Controverſies, ſo that tis not poſſible they 
ſhould ever be brought to Unity in Religion. 2. 
Their Church is not Holy, neither in her Doctrine, 
which, eſpecially in the firſt Reformers was ſhame- 


fully ſcandalous, in the encouraging Luſt and break- 
ing of Vows; blaſphemous, in charging Gop with 


being the Author of Sin; and notoriouſly wicked 
in their Notions of Free-will and Predeftination : 
Nor is ſhe Holy in the Lives, either of her firſt 


Teachers (none of which were remarkable for 


Sanctity, and the greateſt Part of them _— 
or 


r 1 


(9) 
for their Vices) or of their Followers, who, as 
many of the chief Proteſtant Writers have freely 
own'd, inſtead of growing better than they 
before-by embracing the Reform'd Religion, grew 
daily worſe and worſe. 3. Their Church is not 
Catholic: They are ſenſible this Name belongs not 
to them, and therefore they have taken to them- 
ſelves another Name, v:z. that of Prote/tants. And 
indeed how ſhould their Church be Catholic or Uni- 
verſal, which implies being in all Ages and all Na- 
tions, ſince it had no Being for fifteen Ages, and 
is unknown in moſt Nations, 4. Their Church 
is not Apoſtolical; fince it neither was founded by 
any of the Apoſtles, nor has any Succeſſion of 
Doctrine, Communion, or lawful Miſſion from the 
Apoſtles, 


ANSWER, 


*T1S evident, on the contrary, the Church 
of Rome has not thoſe Marks, by which the 
Creed directs us to the true Church of CHRIST. 
It is not Oze, Holy, Catholic, and Apoſtolic 
Church. Cardinal BELLakMiNE, their great 
Champion, has therefore invented other Marks,, 
ſuch as the unhappy End of the Church's 
Adverſaries, the Glory of Miracles, external 
Pomp, &c. While Proteſtants admit that all 
true Believers, in every Age and every Coun- 
try, who fear God and work Righteouſneſs, 
make one Catholic or Univerſal Church, of 
which CHRIST is Head. 

Firſt, The Romiſb Church is not One, not 
having kept the Unity of the Spirit in the 
Bond of Peace. None can be leſs united with 
other Chriſtians, in all Parts of the World; 
none 


Were 
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none at a greater or more uncharitable Diſ- 
tance from all the Friends of uncorrupted Chriſ- 
tianity, than the Papiſts; they firſt exclude 
their Fellow-Chriſtians from their Commu- 
nion -by unſufferable Corruptions, and then 
pronounce the bittereſt Curles againft them, 
for not being Members of a Church fo cor- 
rupted. Vain is their boaſt of Unity, which 
is common to them and every Sect. in the 
World, they are all at Unity with thoſe of 
their own Communion ; the different Mem- 
bers of the Church of Rome leſs ſo than any 
other. Were they more agreed, it ſhould be 
conſidered, whether what they agreed in was 
the right Faith; for the ſtricteſt Agreement 
in Error, is not Chriſtian Unity, but a Com- 
bination againſt the Truth. It would be end- 
leſs to mention the ſeveral Queſtions about 
which Papiſts are divided among themſelves: 
— ſuch as, Whether Vows of ſingle Life are 
diſpenſable; What Worſhip may be given 10 

Images; Whether Goon Works be truly and 
properly meritorious; as allo the famous 
Diſpute betwixt the Dominicans and Franci/- 
cans, Whether the Virgin Maky was conceived 
without Sin; beſides thoſe Differences, which 
have long agitated that Church, and ſtill ſub- 
ſiſt with great Heat, betwixt the Janſeniſts and 
their Opponents; notwithſtanding the Council 
of Trent, Seſſ. 25. placed a ſtrong Confidence 
in the Pope's Care, to provide for the Tran- 
quility of the Church in every Province. 

France is at this Day an Inſtance of greater 
Fog Diviſions 
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Diviſions in the Popiſh Communion, than 
are to be found in any Proteſtant Church. 
*Tis true; Proteſtants differ (as Papiſts like- 
wiſe do among themſelves) in the Interpre- 
tation -of ſome Texts of Scripture, and 'in 
ſome of the Ceremonial Circumſtances of 
Worſhip, as there is alſo a great Variety of 
Rituals in different Popiſh Churches: But, 
notwithſtanding the artful and unwearied En- 
deavours of Papiſts to divide Proteſtants, yet 
they ſtill agree in the great Articles of the 
Chriſtian Faith, in all the Duties of the Chriſ- 
tian Life, and in a firm Belief that the Holy 
Scriptures are a complete Rule of Faith and 
Manners. According to the Apoſtle's Ac- 
count, Epbeſ. iv. 4, 5. They have One Hope 
of their Calling, the Mercy of Gop through 
the Merits of his Son; One Lord, JIESus 
CryrisT himſelf One Faith, the chief Arti- 
cles whereof, founded upon Scripture, are 
contained in the ancient Creeds, aſſented to 


by all Proteſtant Churches; One Baptiſm 


with Water, in the Name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt. 

Thus are Proteſtants united under the ſame 
Head, even JEsus CaRisT, and agreed in 
the great Points of Religion, though they 
differ upon ſome Matters of leſs Conſequence: 
But Papiſts not only differ in many Articles, 
which they call not very important, but are 
greatly divided concerning that grand Point 
of Infallibility, upon which the whole Scheme 
of Popery is built. After all the noiſy Boaſt- 
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ing about Infallibility, the Church of Rome 
has never declared in what Hands it is lodged. 
Among the many Articles they have added 
to the Chriſtian Faith, it ſeemed highly pro- 
per to have made one, to direct Mankind to al. 
the Seat of this Infallibility; which, upon ly 
their Plan of Religion, is the moſt neceſſary wie 


| ' Article, and the very Foundation upon which thi: 
Popery ſtands: For not being ſure with whom reſſ 
this Privilege is truſted, we may reſiſt this wit 


ſuppoſed infallible Spirit, by oppoſing thoſe Co 
who have it; and may be miſled by applying aF 


to others who have it not, It gives little get 
Satisfaction under this great Difficulty, to alc 
ſay the Church is infallible, when the Cate- hve 
chiſm of the Council of Trext,. p. 73. declares and 


the Church to be faithful People diſperſed over the tian 
wHOLEt Vorld, (Eccleſia eſt Populus fidelis able 


per univerſum orbem diſperſus.) Are we then the 
to travel the Univerſe, and collect the Opi- tall; 
nions of Mankind upon every Article of Faith, the 


or Caſe of Difficulty? If they confine the But 
Word Church to the Clergy only, new Diffi- Sin, 
culties will ariſe: What Clergy? Is every in a 
individval Prieſt infallible? This, by the Pa- Ter 
piſts way of arguing, that it ſeems beſt there puſh 
ſhould be an Infallibility, ought to be expect- rant 
ed; and it might be added, that the Pope | bilit 
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; and every Prieſt, and indeed every other ſinfi 
| Perſon, ſhould be free ffom Sin as well as Er- as t 
| For, as one cannot be more damnable than kno: 


| | the other, for without Helineſs no Man fhall Thi 
fee the Lord, Heb, xii, 14. But ſince they wiſ 
| do 


? | : 
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do not affirm every Prieſt to be infallible, the 
Queſtion will return, With what Number of 


them this high Privilege is lodged? Is it with 


any One, or with more? Upon this materi- 
al Queſtion, all the World knows how great- 
ly the Church of Rome is divided, and how 
widely French and 1[talian Popery differ in 
this grand Article, as well as in ſeveral other 
reſpects. Some Papiſts lodge this Infallibility 
with the Pope, others place it in a General 
Council; ſome again unite theſe, and ſuppoſe 
a Pope and General Council concurring to- 
gether to be infallible; while another Sort 
aſcribe this Infallibility to the Church diffu- 
five, i. e. to the whole Body of Chriſtians, 
and ſo include England and every other Chriſ- 
tian Country. It is, to be ſure, moſt agree- 
able to the Principles of Popery, to ſuppoſe 
the Pop E infallible; and this Notion of In- 


fallibility was certainly invented to ſupport 


the uſurped Authority of the Biſnops of Rome. 
But this perſonal Infallibility of that Man of 
Sin, is too groſs a Doctrine to be maintained 
in any Place, where it is not enforced by the 
Terrors of an Inguiſitiun; and therefore Po- 
piſn Deceivers, in other Countries, amuſe igno- 
rant People with general Notions of an Infalli- 
bility, which is not the Portion of mortal 
ſinful Men in this imperfect State; in which, 
as the Apoſtle declares, 1 Cor. xii. We only 
know in part, and ſee through a Glaſs darkly, 
The moſt conſiderable Papiſts, have therefore 
wiſely rejected the Notion of the Pope's per- 

2 wee ſonal 
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ſonal Infallibility, as a Claim equally arro- 
gant and groundleſs, which the holy Scrip- 


tures, the infallible Word of Go p, totally 


diſcountenance. 

© Theſe are Differences in an Affair of the 
utmoſt Conſequence. So again Pope Pius's 
Creed obliges Men to receive and profeſs all 
Things delivered, defined, and declared by the 


ſacred Canons and General Councils, Yet Pa- 


piſts themſelves allow, that ſome of theſe Ca- 
nons have been altered and corrupted; that it 


is impoſſible to be certain, whether many of 


them are genuine or not: And as to Councils, 
BELLARMINE himſelf owns, ſome are reject- 
ed, ſome partly approved, and partly reject- 
ed, and one neither rejected nor approved. 
Popes have reverſed the Decrces of Popes, 
and one Council has decreed contrary to ano- 
ther: thus the Lateran Council, under Leo X. 
inveſted the Pope with an abſolute Supre- 
macy; the Councils of Conſtance and Baſil, on 
the contrary, make the Pope ſubject to a 
Council. What Uncertainty and Confuſion 
muſt this produce in every ſerious Mind? 
How much more ſafe and comfortable is it to 


fearch the Scriptures (which all Proteſtants ac- 


knowledge to be a complete Rule, and which 
Papiſts muſt own to be written by Divine In- 
ſpiration) than to perplex our Souls with the 


uncertain Decrees of Popes, and doubtful 


Canons of Councils; both which, Popes and 
Councils, according to the Notions of different 


Papiſts, may fall into Errors? Such is the 


Want 
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Want of Unity in the Church of Rome! 
Were this Infallibility more fixed than it is, 
yet unleſs every private Prieſt that explains 
their Doctrine, was not only infallibly certain 
of the. Truth, but infallibly honeſt in declar- 
ing it, and his Hearers infallible in their Ap- 
prehenſions, there is ſtill great Room to miſ- 
take or be impoſed upon: For if the divine 
Writings of the ſacred Scriptures, given by 
Inſpiration of Gop, may be miſunderſtood, 
or perverted by the Weaknels or Wickedneſs 
of Men; how much more may any human 
Writings, Canons, - or Decrees, be perverted 
or explained in a wrong Senſe ? 
or wicked Prieſt (and many ſuch the Church 
of Rome has furniſhed) may at leaſt as probably 
milinterpret the Words of Man, as the Words 
of Gop : And the moſt intelligent and upright 
Chriſtian is not allowed, by Popery, to ex- 
erciſe his own private Judgment and Under- 
ſtanding. Thus the boaſted Security in the 
Romiſh Church, is attended with perplexing 
Uncertainty z. their pretended Unity a Scene 
ol. great Diſcord; and their ſuppoſed infallible 
Doctrine, is to be taught and explained by Po- 
piſh Prieſts, always fallible, often wicked. 

Secondiy, Neither can the Church of Rome 
be called a Holy Church, There are too many 
Proteſtants, as well as Papiſts, whoſe Lives 
are not ſo regular as they ought to be; but 
with this Difference, that Proteſtant Principles 
vive not the leaſt Encouragement to wicked 
Practices; Proteſtants aſſume no Power of 


C diſ en ſing 


An ignorant 
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| diſpenſing with the Laws of Gop; they have 
| ko Indulgencies; no imaginary Stoct of Merit 


' | ſome Proteſtants have embraced thoſe very 
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to transfer from one finful Creature to another; 
no Works of Supererogation of a few pretended 
Saints, to balance the Crimes of ea and great 
Sinners; no Purgatory, to give Men Hopes 
of Relief hereafter, if their Lives are not 
agreeable to the Rules of the Goſpel here. 
As the Proteſtant Religion is founded, not 


upon the Behaviour of fallible Men, but upon 
the infallible Word-of Gop, ſo their Doctrine 


is not at all affected by the ſuppoſed Faults of 
ſome of the Reformers, or of any other par- 
ticular Perſons, whoſe Failings are aggravat- 
ed, and Characters miſrepreſented by Popiſh 
Malice. For when the Writers of that eor- 
rupt and perſecuting Church eannot anſwer 
the Arguments, or burn the Bodies of Proteſt- 
ants, they do not fail to attack their Repu- 
tation, and vilify their Perſons: Thus in this 
very Article, *<+ Proteſtants in general are 
% groſsly abuſed, as blaſphemouſfly charging 
« Gop with being the Author of Sin;“ becaule 


Doctrines concerning Free-F/7il] and Predeſti- 
nation, which ſo many Members of the Popiſh 
Communion, following the Tenets of St 


Auſtin, have embraced, and do at this Day 


embrace. Much more reaſonably might Pro- 
teſtants alledge, that the Religion of Papiſts, 
which depends ſo much upon the Honeſty and 


_ Infallibility of Popes, is greatly affected by | 
R 
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FO (27) 
that Office, Beſides the many Acts of 
Wickedneſs and Cruelty committed by many 
celebrated Members, yea, and Saints of the 
Romiſh Church, nothing can be more abo- 
minably wicked, than the Lives and Actions 
even of their Popes themſelves, as Popiſb 
Writers teſtify: And among theſe very bad 
Men, it is remarkable, the met wicked Popes 
have been moſt zealous to enlarge the Power 
of the Biſhops of Rome. Such as Box1- 
Face III. and VII. HirpesranD, or 
GREGORY VII. Jvrivs II. Leo X. 
Thirdly, "The, Church of Rome is not the Ca- 
tholick or Univerſal Church; and for this plain 
Reaſon, becauſe a Part cannot be the M Hole. 
When Papiſts aſſume this Name, they only 
prove their Uncharitablene/s and Vanity. The 
diſtinguiſhing Doctrines of the Church of 
Rome, far from having been received in al 
Ages, are very new and modern; the Autho- 
rity of that Church, though larger than the 
Scriptures allow, till reaches only to a ſmall 
Partof the Chriſtian World; and was all along 
diſallowed and oppoſed by the wiſeſt and beſt 
Chriſtians, in every Step and Advance it made 
to its preſent Height. Notwithſtanding the 
cruel and wicked Arts of Popes and their 
Creatures; the ſnameful Violence and blood 
Perſecutions which have been uſed to ſpread 
the Popiſh Superſtition; though Thouſands 
and Ten Thouſands of valuable Lives have 
been ſacrificed to this Idolatrous Worſhip, yet 
it is, in Compariſon, only a ſmall Part of 
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the Chriſtian World, that owns the Autho- 
rity of the Pope, and is n to the See of 


W Rome, Many of thoſe Nations, Which had 
1 been Ve have ſeen their Danger, and 
| wiſely caſt off the corrupt Additions of the 
| Romiſh Church. This happy Change Provi- 
1 dence has brought about in great Part of Ger- 
many, Switzerland, Denmark, Sweden, Nor- 
way, Holland, Great Britain, Irland, toge- 
1 ther with large Countries in America: To theſe 
muſt be added, that large Part of the World 
that never ſubmitted to the Pope of Rome, the 
| | vaſt Empire of Ruſſia, and ether. Branches, of 
the Greek, Armenian, and Abyſſinian Churches, 
that ſpread ſo widely * — Aſia, Egypt, 
Etbiopia, and other Parts of Africa. How 
' | ſmall a Part then of the Chriſtian World is 
| | Popiſh, when compared with Countries of 
| | ſuch prodigious Extent, the greateſt Part 
| | whereof were never brought in Subjection to 
| | the Romiſh Yoke? Even in thoſe Countries 
| | where Popery prevails, many Proteſtants are 
found; though the People are forbid the Uſe 
of the Bible under the ſeveręſt Penalties, for 
fear they ſhould come to the Knowledge of 
| the Truth; notwithſtanding our bleſſed Lox p 
| himſelf, not only allowed, but commanded 
| even the Jewiſh Multitude, unlearned and un- 
| ſtable as they were, to ſearch tbe Soriptures, 
IN v. 39. And the Inhabitants, of Berea are 
highly applauded, 4s xvii. 11. becauſe: they 
ſearched the Scriptures daily. The Profeſſion 
of the Truth.is alſo reſtrained in Popiſh Coun- 
trics 


| 
| 
| 
g 


Beginning, in all Churches, and tranſmitred 


pily held in Subjection to the Pope of Rome. 
-* Fourthly, The Proteſtant Religion, being 


| (29) 
tries by heavy Puniſhments, Priſons, Gallies, 
Tottures; in many Places by the dreadful 
Terrors of a cruel and unrelenting Tribunal, 
called The Inquiſitiun; where ſuch inhuman Bar- 
barities are continually exerciſed, as would 
ſhock an honeſt Heathen. And after all this, 
Papiſts vainly and falſely pretend, that theirs 
is the Catholick Church, while the Proteſtant 
Faith and Worſhip have, in Truth, the only 
claim to that Title; having been, from the 


down through the ſeveral Ages of Chriſtianity, 
though depraved and corrupted in ſeveral It- 
ſtances, by thoſe Churches which were unhap- 


the true Religion of the Goſpel, is built upon 
the Foundation of the ArosTLES and Prophets, * 
Jeſus Chriſt himſelf being the chief Corner-ſtone , 
and is therefore truly Apoſtolical. Our Doc- 
trine, Communion, and the Miſſion of our 
Miniſters (whoſe Succeſſion is beyond Diſpute, 
and as certain as in any Chriftian Church 
whatſoever) are perfectly unexceptionable, 
being agreeable to the unerring Word of Gop. 
Many antient Teſtimonies are not wanting, 
that prove the early Converſion of this Iſland, | 
in or very near the Time of the Apoſtles; i 
certainly long before Popery had extended its 
unſcriptural and extravagant Powers. 1 
But all that is peculiar to Papiſts; receiv- || 
ing the Communion in one Kind; bowing | 
down before, and worſhipping Images and | 
C 2 Pictures; 


fs 


Pictures; praying to Saints and Angels; for. 
bidding to marry ; praying in an unknown 
Tongue; with many other groſs Errors, ſo 
far from being Apoſtohcal, were invented 
many hundred Years after the Apoſtles, and 
are directly contrary to Scripture. Drink 
ye ALL of i, ſaid dur Saviour, Matt. xxvi. 
27. ſpeaking of the Cup at his inſtituting the 
Lord's Supper. Thou fbalt worſhip: the Lord 
thy Gon, and bim ol ſhalt thou ſerve, ſaid 
CHRIST, Matt, iv. 1o. Let no Man beguile 


o of your Reward, by a- voluntary Humility 


and WORSHIPPING OF ANGELS, ſaid St Paul, 
Col. ii. 18. Again, Marriage is bonourable in 


Ax, and the Bed undefiled, Heb. xiii, 4. 4 


Brsnoy muſt be blameleſs, the Huſband of on- 
Wirt—baving bis CHILDREN in Subjettion. 
Likewiſe the 1 —4 muſt be grau; even fo 
muſt their Wivxs be grave, 1 Tim. iii. And 
in 1 Cor. xiv. 19. (ſpeaking about the pub- 
lick Service of GOP in the Church) I had 
rather fpeak five Words with my Underſtanding, 
that I might teach otbers alſa, than Tex Thouſand 
Words in an UNKNowN TonGue, Thus ex- 
preſly inconſiſtent and contradictory are Seri 

ture and Popery; the true Apoſtolick Doctrine, 


and Popiſh Corruptions! 


Sixth Popiſh Ru As on. 
BECAUSE LurnER, the firſt Preacher of the 
Proteſtant Religion, had no Marks of being acted 

by the Spirit of Go p, but bore. many evident 

Badges of the Spirit of Satan: Witneſs his . 
an 


v 
t 
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and violent Temper, which could not brook the 
leaſt Contradiction; of which many Proteſtants have 
loudly complained; Witneſs bis ſcandalous Marriage 
with a Nun; and his no leſs ſcandalous Diſpenſation, 

y which he allowed PHI IL I, Landgrave of 
N to have two Wives at once, contrary to the 
Goſpel: Witneſt his frequent Conferences with the 
Devil:; im one of which, as we learn from his own 
Mouth, Tam. VII. Fol. 2:28, &c. he was taught 
no ſmall Part of his Reformation ; to wit, his abo- 
liſhing the Maſs,, by the Father of Lies. Now, 
who would venture to follow that Man for his Maſ- 
ter in Religion, who owns himſelf to have been 
taught by Satan? 


PAPISTS. complain. loudly, whenever 
the. groſs Errors, or ſcandalous Vices of par- 
ticular Perſons in their Communion, are pro- 
duced as any Proof of the Badneſs of the Po- 
piſh Religion; and yet the grand Weapon 
which they employ againſt the true, original, 
Chriſtian Faith, embraced by Proteſtants, is 
Slander and perſonal Abuſe, though never fo 
often and effectually confuted; as this Story 
about Lu r HER and the Devil, which was 
moſt probably delivered as a Parable only; 
and if not, has many parallel Inſtances of 
Perſons in the Romiſb Church, who are ſaid 
to have held; Conferences with the Devil, and 
yet have been honoured as Saints; particularly 


the famous St AnTHonyY, But it is one of 


the Artifices of Popery to draw off Mens At- 


tention from the infallible Word of Gov, o 
C 4 the 
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i the uncertain Characters of fallible Men, 


of the Pope. 
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which are generally painted juſt as Prejudice 
or Favour have their different Influence. But 
what if LuTHER had never exiſted; or, if 


flible, been more wicked than ſome Popes, 


would Tranſubſtantiation be leſs abſurd ; ſhed- 
ding innocent Blood by Perſeculion more law- 
tuly or Popery in general leis contrary to Scrip- 
ture and Reaſon? | 
Many Inſtruments which Providence em- 
ployed to ſhew the Falſhood and Danger of 
Popiſh Innovations, were Men of eminent Pi- 
ety and Learning; neither counted they their 
Lives dear, ſo that they might teſtify the true 
and uncorrupted Goſpel of the Grace of Go p. 
There were, long before LuTHER, in England, 
and divers other Places, great Numbers of wiſe 
and good Men, who oppofed and rejected the 
Abſurdities of Popery, and choſe rather to 
ſubmit to Death, than the wicked Impoſitions 
The Names and Characters 
of many of theſe pious Perſons, who ſuffered 


for the Truth, are recorded in Mr Fox's Book 


of Martyrs, and Mr BRAND T's Hiſtory of the 
Reformation in the Low Countries, Proteſtants, 


| however, do. not found their Doctrine upon 


the Characters of Men, but upon the infallible 
Word of Gop; and therefore, the ſuppoſed 
Faults of LuTHzR, or any other Reformer, 
whom the Papiſts are ſo ready to accuſe, are 


no Argument againſt the Proteſtant Religion; 
but the Crimes of many Popes, whom 7heir 


own Writers have declared moſt abominably 
wicked, 


9 | 
wicked, are a ſtrong Argument againſt Po- 
pery; becauſe ſo much of their Religion de- 
pends upon the Integrity and Infallibility of 
Popes. It appears from the Accounts given 
by their own Hiſtorians, that for above 600 
Years, beſides Idiots and Boys made Popes, | 
the See of Rome was filled with ſuch a Succeſ- 
ſion of Popes, as were not only a Scandal to 
Chriſtianity, but a Diſgrace to Human Na- 
ture; Blaſphemers, Murderers, Whoremon- | 
gers, and Men moſt outrageouſly proud, co- | 
vetous, and cruel. And is it poſſible to be- 
lie ve the pure and holy Spirit of Go p, could 
dwell in ſuch filthy Monſters of Sin, and 
Uncleanneſs of all Sorts? Or that ſuch de- 
teſtable Characters ſhould be diſtinguiſhed 
with the ſacred Grant of Infallibility ? 


Seventh Popiſh RE As o. 


BECAUSE the firſt Steps towards the intro- 
ducing the Proteſtant Religion into Lugland, were 
made by King Henry VIII. a moſt wicked Prince, 
who never ſpared Woman in his Luft, nor Man in 
his Mraib: And the fiift Foundations of that Re- 
ligion in this Kingdom, were cemented by Blood, 
Luft and Sacrilege; as every one knows, that 
knows the Hiſtory of thoſe Times. To this firſt 
Beginning, the Progreſs was anſwerable, in the Days 
of King EDWARD VI; during which, the Refor- 
mation was carried on with a high Hand by SOMER- 
ET and NUDLE Y, in Conjunction with the Coun- 
cil and Parliament, upon intereſted Views, not with- 
out great Confuſion and innumerable Sacrileges; as 

Ap ap eas G4 their 
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| tFeir own Hiſtorian, Dr H EYLIN, is forced to ac- 


| knowledge, | 
ANSWER. 
THE ſeveral Steps taken by different | 
| Popes to introduce and eſtabliſh their Autho- t 
| rity in this Kingdom, were the moſt wicked L 
| and unjuſtifiable. Several old Writers aſcribe q 
| the Murder of the antient Britiſs Chriſtians, 2 
to the Inſtigation of Aus ri the Monk; be- ( 
| cauſe they would not fubmit to the Authority / 
| of the Pope, who ſent over AvsTin to con- :/ 
vert the Saxons, And from that Time to this, 1 
the Popes have endeavoured to eſtabliſh their f 
Power, by diſpenſing with Oaths of Subjects, ts 
| by Excommunications, by encouraging Mur- b, 
ders and Rebellions, as they did remarkably ” 
| againſt Queen EL1ZaBETH, and the ſucceed- 2 
ing Princes; as they had alſo done formerly fe 
againſt ſeveral Princes of their own Commu- b 
nion, becauſe they defended the Liberties of n. 
their People, and oppoſed the Uſurpations of at 
| Popes. Againſt ſuch Princes they were al- D 
ways ready to raiſe Rebellions. The En- th 
| croachments of the Pope met with great Op- an 
| poſition in this Kingdom, long before H E x- S 
| Ry VIII: And many Acts of Parliament, a 
|| which are the ſtrongeſt Declaration of the C 
publick Senſe, were made againſt the Uſurpa- pr 
tions of Popes in this Kingdom, and to pre- lec 
vent the heavy Taxes laid upon the People by ed 
various Contrivances of the Court of Rome. Re 
When the Pope's Supremacy was totally 4 rai 

O 


off in King Hznzv's Reign, it was done in 
the moſt authentick and unexceptionable 
Manner; the Clergy in Convocation, and both 
Houſes of Parliament, coticurring in that bene- 


ficial and neceſſary Work. Bur this impor- 4 


tant Buſineſs of Reformation, was far from 
being finiſhed by King HxxRY, who in moſt 
of his Opinions agreed with the Romiſb Church, 


as appears by the Six Articles ſet out by his 


Order, even after his aboliſhing the Papal 


Authority. 1. Whoever by Word or Writing ö 
denied Tranſubſtantiation. 2. Whoever main- 


tained that Communion in both Kinds was neceſ- 
fary, Or, 3. That it was lawful for Prieſts 
to mary. Or, 4. That Vows of Chaſtity might 
be broken, Or, 5. That private Maſſes were 
unprofitable, Or, 6. That Auricular Confeſſtion 
was not necefſary to Salvation. Whoever of- 
fended in any or all of theſe Articles, were, 
by an expreſs Statute, ſubjected to the Pe- 
nalty ef being burnt, or proſecuted as Felons; 
and acoordingly, ſeveral Perſons were put to 
Death upon this Act. Whatever Crimes 


therefore, Papiſts impute to HENRY VIII. 


and eſpecially the Subverſion of Monaſteries, 


Sc. they impute to one, who lived and died 
a Zealot for the erroneous Doctrines of the 
Church of Rome; whom the Pope, with all his 
4206p Infallibility about him, acknow- | 
edgedas a true Son of Popery, and diſtinguiſh- i 


ed with the Title of Defender of the Faith, The 


Reformation being thus deficient, Providence 
raiſed up other Inſtruments to bring it to great- 
er 
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30 
er Perfection, under that bleſſed Prince, King 
EpwaRx D VI. Many great and good Men 
concurred in the happy Deſign; and though 
ſome Miſapplications were made of Money 
given to the Church, yet theſe fell vaſtly 
ſhort of thoſe large Revenues of Religious 
Houſes, which a Popiſb King, and a Popiſh 
Parliament, had ſeized and alienated in the 
former Reign; or of thoſe immenſe Sums of 
Money, that had been ſent Abroad every 
Year, to pamper the Pride and Luxury of 
Popes, Cardinals, and Lalian Prieſts; which 
can be looked upon as no better than a /acri- 
legious Abuſe of the Church's Revenue; as it 
no way tended to promote Religion, but en- 
couraged Idleneſs and Vice. 


A Letter from King EDpwAR D III. to the 


Pope, juſtly repreſents this Matter. By 
| «© the Impoſitions and Proviſions of the Apo- 
| << ſtolick See, which now grow more in- 
| ** ſupportable than ever, the Subſtance of 
„ CHRisT's Vineyard, contrary to the pious 


Intent and Order of the Donors, is detained 


in the Hands of the Unworthy ; and eſpe- 
| «© cially Foreigners, who neither know the 
Face, nor underſtand the Language of the 
Flock committed to them, but wholly ne- 
| *© plefling the Cure of Souls, like Hirelings, 
only ſeek temporal Gain; ſo the ——_ 


of CyrIsT is impaired, the Cure of Sou 


h « neglefted, Hoſpitality withdrawn, the 
Rights of the Church loſt, the Houſes of 


N de the Clergy dilapidated, the Devotion of 
&« the 


mag "In 
„ the Laity decayed.” This remarkable 
Letter was wrote to the Pope by that great 
and glorious Prince EDwa RD III. almoft 
Two Hundred Years before LuTHER, or 
HENRY VIII. And it ſhould be remem- 
bered, that at the Time of the Reformation, 
Papal Bulls and Grants to Monaſteries, Nun- 
neries, &c, had deprived the laborious paro- |} 
chial Clergy, who performed the Offices of 
Religion, of large Portions of Tithes, and 
great Part of their Subſiſtence : Monks, Fri. 
and Nuns, of almoſt numberleſs Orders, had 
engroſſed a very large Share of the Church's 
Revenuez which they obtained by ſham 


Miracles, ſubtle Artifices, and ſcandalous 
Frauds. | W 


Eighth Popiſh RE As ON. 


BECAUSE Proteſtancy was ſettled upon its 
preſent Bottom, in this Kingdom, by Act of Par- 
liament, in the firſt Vear of the Reign of Queen 
ELIZABETH, in Oppoſition to all the Biſhops, to 
the whole Convocation of the Clergy, and to both 
the Univerſities; that is, in one Word, in Oppo- 
ſition to the whole Body of the Clergy of the King- 
dom; as may be ſeen in Dr Ful LER, L. 6, Cc. 
HEVLIN, p. 285, 286. How then can it be called 
the Church of England, or any Church at all, 
ſeeing it was introduced and eſtabliſned only by the 
Authority of meer Laymen, in Oppoſition to the 
Church? 


ANS WE R. 


T HE Proteſtant Religion is founded and 
eſtabliſhed upon Scripture, and has been em-' 
2 braced 


- 


braced by all good Chriſtians, from the Be- 


ginning of Chriſtianity. Queen ELT 2 4- 
B ET u, hke an excellent and pious Princeſs, 
did not found a new Religion, but wiſely 
eſtabliſhed the true Chriſtian Religion, as it 
had _ been ſettled by lawful. Authority. 
This Religion ſhe happily reſtored, free from 
the wicked Additions of Popery, which the 
Cruelty of Papiſts, with the barbarous Murdor 
of ſo many pious Chriſtians, forced upon the 
Engliſh Nation in the bloody Reign of Queen 
Mary ; when Popery ſhewed its true Spirit, 
and cruelly burnt and deſtroyed fuch Numbers 
of innocent Subjects, merely upon Account of 
their Religion: For if they would have re- 
nounced the Doctrines of the Goſpel, they 
might have ſaved their Lives, many of them 
even at the State. And the ſame perſecuting 
Principles are ſtill not only practid, but 
avowed in ALL Popiſh Countries. 

„ Queen EL IZ ART TR's Acceſſion to 
the Throne, notbing more was done, as ap- 
pears by the Statute Book, than to repeal the 
wicked and cruel Laws made in Queen Ma- 
Rv's Time, in Favour of a new invented and 
ſuperſtitious Religion. All the Clergy con- 
tinued in their Pariſhes, except about an Hun- 
dred, and about the fame Number of Digni- 
taries: A very ſmall Part, when compared 
with the whole Number of Clergy, which 
(conſidering the Namber of Pariſhes) cannot 


| _ be reckoned at lefs than Ten Thouſand. And 
can this Re/e/ilemont of Religion be ſaid to be 


I made 
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made againſt the Conſent of the Clergy, who 
abundantly teſtified. their Approbation by ſo 
univerſally complying with it? This Eſtabliſtr- 
ment of the Fruth, happily reſtored by Queer 
ELIZZABETRH, the Papiſts themſelves complt- 
ed with, and came regularly to the Church of 
England for more than Ten Tears, till Pope Pius 
V. with great Inſolence, pretended to excommt- 
nicate Queen E61ZABETH and abfolve her 
Subjects from their Allegiance z arid publiſhed 


a Bull for that wicked Purpoſe. This Fact is. 


ſo notorious to the whole World, that no Papift 
was ever yet hardy enough to deny it. Bur 
it is leſs to be wondered at, that an ambitious 
and covetous Pope ſhould take fuch Meafores; 
if we conſider he 4% all his Power here, and 
likewiſe, vaſt Sums of Money; of which, uport 
one Pretence or other, this poor Kingdom 
was drained; to ſupport the Pomp and Luxu- 
ry of Popes and their Creatures. This had 
been complained of in the Reigns of many 
of our Kings, and ſeveral Laws were made 
againſt the Encroachments and Oppreſfions 
of the Nation by the Court of Rome; whereby 
it appears, that a great Pari of the Treaſure of 
the Realm wwas carried away, and difpended 
out of the Realm ; as it is expreſſed in an Act 
of Parliament made in the Reign of E p- 
WARD IH. Another Act of Parliament, 25th 
HENRY VIII. ſays, The Sxzbjefs of the 
% Realm have been, and yet be, greatly de- 
„ cayed and impoveriſbed by ſuch intolerable 
„ Exattions of great Sums of Money, 1 
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been claimed or taken, and yet continually 


e be claimed to be /ake# out of this Realm by | 


« the Biſhop of Rome, called The Pope; as 
& well in Penſions, Cenſes, Peter-pence, Pro- 
% curations, Fruits, Suits for Proviſions, and 
« Expeditions of Bulls for Archbiſhopricks and 
« Biſhopricks, and for Delegacies, and Re- 
« ſeripis in Cauſes of Contention and Appeals, 
«. Turiſdiftions Legantine, and alſo for Diſpen- 
% ations, Licences, Faculties, Grants, Relaxa- 
& tions, Writs. called perinde valere, Reha- 
« bilitations, Molitions, and other 1NFIN1TE 
« Sorts of Bulls, Brieves, and Inſtruments of 
„ ſundry Natures, Names, and Kinds, in great 
„Numbers heretofore praftiſed and obtained, 


„ OTHERWISE than by the Laws, laudable 


« Uſes, and Cuſtoms of this Realm ſhould be 
« permitted. 

ueen ELIZABETH loved her People too 
well to ſubject them to ſo heavy a Yoke of 
Bondage. The Pope, in Revenge for this 
Juſtice in the good Queen, excommunicated 


her; and ſome Time after, the Papiſts di- 


vided themſelves from the Church of England, 
with which they had complied before, and ſo 
were guilty of Schiſin in ſeparating from an 
uncorrupted Chriſtian Church, of which they 
had been Members, meerly becauſe an am- 
bitious and wicked Pope preſumed to excom- 
municate their lawful Prince z and thereby 
proved to all the World, that they choſe ra- 


ther to ſupport the Pope's Uſurpations, than 


the Liberties of their native Country, er the 
gd Truth 


4s 4 


Truth of the Goſpel. So much are People 


blinded by Popiſh Superſtition ! 


Ninth Popiſh REASON. 


* a 

BECAUSE it is viſible to any unprejudiced Eye, 
that there is not ſo much Devotion, Zeal, or Re- 
ligion among Proteſtants, as there is amongſt Catho- 
licks. We never hear of any Inſtances of extra- 
ordinary Sanctity amongſt them. The evangelical 
Counſel, of voluntary Renunciation of the Goods: 
and Pleaſures of this Life, is a Language which 
none of them underſtand. One of the firſt Feats 
of their Reformation, was pulling down all Houſes 
conſecrated to Retirement and Prayer. 


ANSWER. 


I T is evident, that the Devotion of Pro- 
teſtants, though not calculated for the Ap- 
plauſe of Men, is moſt agreeable to the Word 


of God. While the Popiſh Worſhip is a di- 


rect Contradiction to Scripture, 2 Col. xvii. 
Let no Man beguile you of your Reward in a 
VOLUNTARY Humility, and WORSHIPPING OF 
AnGELs. Let any ſerious Perſon compare 
the ſolemn and affectionate Devotions in the 
Liturgy of the Church of England; the Con- 


feſſions, Prayers, Thankſgivings, there hum- 


bly offered to ALMIORHTY GoO p, the only 
Object of religious Worſhip, in the Name, 
and through the Interceſſion of JEsus CHRIS 
our only Mediator and Advocate: Let theſe 
excellent Prayers, expreſſed in a Language 
which all the People underſtand,” be compared 
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with the abſurd and impious Corruptions of 
Divine Worſhip in the Church of Rome, 
which (as they have great Reaſbn to be aſham- 
ed of them). they wicely expreſs in a Language 
that cannot be underſtood by all the People; 
and if ever they give a Tranſlation of ſome of 
their Prayers to certain Perſons, this is an 
Acknowledgment that Proteſtants are right, 
in aſſerting, that publick Worſhip ought to be 
in a Language underſtood ; beſides, what 
Relief is this to the Aged and Ignorant, who 
cannot read? Or what Communion, or join- 
ing in Prayer, can be kept up in this Way, 
which is rather the private Worſhip of every 
particular Perſon? 

This is not all: How fhocking muſt it be 
to Every ſerious Chriſtian, to ſee, in the ſame 
Place, at the fame Time, religious Worſhip 
and ſolemn Prayers offered up to the Eternal 
Gop, and a Mortal Noman; nay, to fee her 
treated with a much greater Regard ; in many 
Caſes, more pompous Ceremonies uſed, more 
Offerings made to the Honour of the Virgin 
Mary, than to Gop himſelf, or our Bleſſed 
Saviour. Thus on the Feaſt of the: Aſumption, 
15th off Auguſt, in Page 10% of the Roman 
Breviary,* which'is eſtabliſhed by the higbeſi 


* De: Mater alma! ai pro nobis natus, 
Sofoe vincla rei, TLaullt eſſe tuus. 
Profer lumen cæcis, Virgo fingularis 
Mala noſtra pelle, Imer omnes mitid, 
Aoiifira te eſſe Mr RZ, Nos culpis ſolutos, 
Zumat per T's Preces, Mlites fac & caſtos. 
Authority 


Authority-in the Roman Church, ſhe is actually 
prayed to for Pardon of Sin, and-blaſphem- || 
ouſly deſired to exerciſe the Authority of a || 
Mother over the Lo RD of Life and Glo 
Beſides, . to ſee not only Angels, but Saints 
(ſome of them, it is to be feared, very great 
Sinners) applied to in a religious Way, and 
an Omniſcience, which belongs to Gop alone, 
afcribed to them, by addreſſing Prayers to || 
them and ſolliciting them as Mediators, when 
the Scripture ſays, tbere is but one Mediator, 
Jzsvs CHRIST 3 and our bleſſed Saviour de- 
clares, Jobn xiv. 6. No Max cometh to the Fa» || 
ther BuT by ME. It cannot be pretended, that 
the holy 4 als any where command Chriſ- 
tians to apply to ſubordinate Mediators, or to 
bow down before graven Images, Pictures, &. 
which Practice, both in the: Heathen and 
Chriſtian World, has proved a- moſt pernici- 
ous Snare, and unhappily ſeduced. Multitudes 
into-Idolatry z and by Means of the very ſame 
Diſtinction, of giving inferior Worſhip to in- 
ferior Objects or Deities, On the contrary, | 
nothing can be more expreſs than the Words 
of the Angel to St Job, Rev; xix. 10. and | 
again, xxii. 19. I fell down to worſhip BEFORE 
the Feet of the ANGEL which ſhewed- me thoje 
Things: Them faith he unto me, See thou ds it aob, 
for I am thy FELLow-SBRvV ANT — WORSHIP 
GOD. Which Reaſon would loſe all its 
, Force, if it were lawful to pay any religious || 
Worſhip, of any Kind, to Angels or Saints, 

| bo * 5 | , | 
who are our Fellow-Creaturcs and Fellow-Ser- | 
Vants, The 
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The boaſted Severities practiſed by home 
Monks in the Church of Rome, are not ſo 
great as thoſe exerciſed by the Prieſts of Ba ar, 
-1-Kings xvi11..28. who cried out, and cut them- 
ſelves with Knives and Lancets, till the Blood 
guſhed out. And this no more proves the 
Truth of one Religion than the other. Any 
one -who conſiders the Riches, and Power, 
and Grandeur of Popes, Cardinals, Abbots, 
Priors, Sc. will not think Popery a Religion 
of Mortification; or that it conſiſts in a vo- 


luntary Renunciation of the Goops and Pleaſures , 


F © this Life One of the good Effects of the 
Reformation, ' was clearing -the Nation of 
great Numbers of Monks, Friars, and Nuns, 
who under Pretence of Retirement from the 
World, lived in Idleneſs, Debauchery, For- 
nication, and all Manner of Uncleanneſs, 
This had been long complained of, that theſe 
Vows of ſingle Life, contrary to Nature, con- 
trary to Scripture, which declares that Mar- 
riage is honourable in all, theſe Vows (as ap- 
pears by Remonſtrances made many Fears 
— King HENRY VIII. to ſeveral Parlia- 
ments, and by many Complaints of ſober 
People) were the Occaſion of numberle Diſ— 
orders, and of the Murder of Multitudes of 
Children, as may be ſeen in SPELM an's Coun- 
cils, Tom, II. Very deteſtable Crimes were 
roved to have been committed in moſt of 
theſe Houſes of pretended Devotion and Re- 
tirement; many Enormities actually confeſſed 
by the wicked Inhabitants; beſides the per- 
| nicious 
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FO 
nicious Protection and Sanctuary, and of, 
courſe, Encouragement there given to Mur- 
derers, and other heinous Offenders; not to 
mention the engroſſing ſo large a Part of 
the Land of the Kingdom, and thereby, 
in all Expences for Publick Service, laying 
a very heavy and unequal Burden upon the 
reſt of the People. Inſtead of theſe, burt- 
ful Endowments, Proteſtants promoted many 
glorious. Works of real Charity, and conti- 
nue ſtill to encourage neceſſary and uſeful 
Foundations. How many different Hoſpitals 
and Publick Schools have been generouſly erect- 
ed ſince the Reformation? More good Works 
of this Kind have been done by Proteſtants 
in a few Years, than the whole Time of Po- 
pery produced. The City of London affords 
noble Inſtances of this Sort, all begun and 
carried on by Proteſtants z the Blue-Coat Hoſ- 
pital, - that noble Foundation for deſtitute 
Children; the ſeveral Hoſpitals for the Sick, 
the Lame or the diſordered in Mind; the 
Charter Houſe, &c. Nor are the Inſtances of 
Proteſtant Charity confined to this City, but 
extend themſelves far and near, witneſs the 
many publick Grammar- Schools; that uſeful 
Inſtitution of Cbarity- Schools all over the 
Kingdom; to which may be added, the Care 
to propagate the Goſpel in Foreign Paris, and to 
promote Chriſtian Knowledge at Home, by So- 
CIETIES eſtabliſhed for thole good Purpoles. 
The Reformation took no I ithes or Land 
ſrom the Parochial Clergy, who under Po- 
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49 | | 
pery had been -grievouſly impoveriſhed and 
On the contrary, many Miniſters 
of Pariſhes now enjoy their ancient Poſſeſſions, 


reflored to them by Proteſtants; of which 
they had been defrauded by Popi/h Friars, 
Monks, and Nuns: And the Tenths and Firſt. 
fruits, that uſed to be ſent to Rome, to feed the 
Luxury of Popes, and their Creatures, are now 
jouſly paid by the Clergy who have better 
ces, for the Relief of their poor Bre- 
thren, not ſo well provided for. e Works 
of Charity among Proteſtants vaſtly exceed, 
both in Number and Value, any that the Pa- 


piſts can pretend to; and there is this Ad van- 


tage on the Proteſtant Side, that their Bene- 
factions are really uſeful, 


Tenth Popiſh Rx ASON, 


BECAUSE all Kind of Arguments make for the 
Catholick Church, and againſt Proteſtants, Ours 
is the Church in which all. the Saints both lived and 
died: Our Religion has, in every Age, been con- 
firmed by innumerable, undoubted Miracles: We 
alone communicate with the Chair of PR ER, to 
whom CHRIS committed the Care of his whole 
Flock, Jebhi xxi. We alone inherit the Name of 
Catholicks, appropriated in the Creed to the true 
Church of CHRIST. By the Miniſtry of our 
Preachers alone, Nations of Infidels have in every 
Age been 3 to CHRIST, In a Word, Au. 
tigrity, perpetual Viſibility, Apoſtolical Succeſſion, and 
Miſſion, and all . — of the u Chun, 


ALL 


| axe viſibly on our Side. 
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ANSWER, 


ALL Kind of Arguments make for the 
Proteftants, and -againſt the Papiſts. The 
faithful Servants of CHRIST, all true real 
Saints, have, from the very Beginning of 
Chriſtianity, lived and died in the Profeſſion 
of the Faith embraced by Proteſtants; which 
is the true Doctrine of the Goſpel, built upon 
unqueſtionable Miracles, and very different 
from the corrupt Doctrines of that Man or 
Six, foretold 2 T. ii. 3. Ns exalteth bim- 


felf above all that is called God, ſo that be as 


God fitteth in the Temple of God, being himſelf 
that be is God; whoſe coming is after the work- 
ing of Satan, with all Power, and Signs, and 
LYING Wonders; of which lying Wonders, 
or pretended Miracles, there are fo many in 
the fabulous Legends of the Church of Rome, 
that the ſoberer Papiſts are much aſhamed of 
ſuch ridiculous Stories. Nay, the-moſt bigot- 


ed Papiſts admit many falſe Miracles in their 


Church; which brings a juſt Diſcredit upon 
the whole Collection If any of them are to 
ſupport a - 7g" Doctrine from that contained 
in the Goſpel, though an Angel from Heaven 
= to offer them, he is to be held accurſed, 

l. i. 8. 

But the CHAIR of St Peter (who was com- 
manded to feed ihe Flock, as other Paſtors and 
Elders are, As xx. 28. 1 Pet. v. 2.) is to 
eſtabliſh Popery, and confound Proteſtants! 
Unluckily indeed, a late learned and accurate 


Hiſtory 
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- Hiſtory of the Popes, that well deſerves the 


ſerious Peruſal of every honeſt Man, Papiſt 
or Proteſtant, deſirous to know the real Riſe, 


Progreſs, and Spirit of Popery, has given a 


genuine Account of this famous Chair. There 
i a very ſolemn Service appointed for the Feaſt 
of this Chair in the Breviary, Page 785. pub- 
liſhed by the Authority of Pope Pius V. in 
Virtue of a Decree of the Council of Trent. 
Let the Appointment of bis Feſtival be care- 
fully remembered as one Proof of Popiſb Infal- 
libility! The Title of it is as follows ;—Die 
18 Januarij. In Feſto CaTHEDRAE Sancti 
PzTR1, QUA Rome primum ſedit; i. e. 
C The Feaſt of the CHAIR of St PETER, 7 
C which he firſt ſat at Rome.” And as every 
Power ſuppoſed to be committed to St PETER, 
is claimed by the Pope, it is alledged in one of 
the Prayers made zo that Saint, upon this 
grand Feſtival, that Gop has delivered /o Him 
ALL the Kingdoms of the World. Tu es Paſ- 
tor ovium, Princeps Apoſtolorum; T1s! 
tradidit Deus omnia Regna Mundi, ibid. p. 
,  . 

Now let us view the real Hiſtory of this 
Chair, with which the Papiſts claim the /ole 
Honour of communicating, ** We alone com- 
% municate with the CHAIR of St PETER :” 
He it ſo; but, that ignorant deluded People 
may no longer worſhip they know not what, 


let them read the following Account of this 
T5 boaſted Chair, 
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ce As for the Appellations of the Aro- 
« $TOLIC See, Chair, Throne, &c. given by 
« the Antients to the See of Rome, they im- 
« port no more, than that it was erected by 
« an Apoſtle; for they are beſtowed indit- 
ce criminately on all the Sees, in which Bi- 
«© ſhops had been placed by the Apoſtles, viz. 
« of Epheſus, of Smyrna, of Alexandria, of 
« Corinth, Theſſalonica, Philippi, &c. The 
Title of the Apoſtolic See, common to many, 
« was, in Proceſs of Time, by the Ambition 
of the Biſhops of Rome, appropriated to 
« their own, They had, as they thought, 
« till the Year 1662, a pregnant Proof, not 
„only of St PETER's erecting their Chair, 
« but of his Aitting in it himſelf; for till hat 
« Year, the very Chair on which they believ- 
« ed, or would make others believe he had 
« ſat, was ſhewn and expoſed to publick 
«© Adoration on the 18th- of January, the 
% Feſtival of the ſaid Chair. But while it 
« was cleaning, in order to be ſet up in ſome 
* conſpicuous Place in the Vatican, the 
« Twelve Labours of HERCULEs unluckily 
appeared engraved on it! Our Worſhip 
«© however, ſaysG1acomoBaRrToOLINT, who 
% was Preſent at this Diſcovery, and relates 
it, was not miſplaced, ſince it was not to 
e the Wood we paid it, but to the Prince of 
„e the Apoſtles, St PETER.” [Bowtr's 
Hiſtory of the Popes,] p. 7. And is This, 
after all, the ſo much celebrated Chair of St 
P:TER! Is it ſunk at Lg into a Relick o 

of 


\ 


of a Heathen Deity! It it be poſlible for Po- 
pery to bluſh, let it for once be aſhamed of 
attempting to paſs ſuch wretched Stuff upon 
the Underſtandings of Mankind! 

But perhaps, by this renowned Chair of St 


PETER, Which was as much his Chair as 


the Pope 1s his infallible Succeſſor, we are to 
underſtand His Holineſs that fits therein, and 


then the Aﬀertion is undeniable, «© That Papiſts 


communicate with the Pope.“ But to depend 
upon the Pope as the Succeſſor of St Px TER, 
and upon that Account inveſted with ſupreme 
Power and Infallibility, is, of all Conceits, 
the moſt vain and groundleſs. No Preemi- 
nence or Supremacy was granted to St PETER 
over the other Apoſtles; on the contrary, our 
bleſſed Lord has remarkably forbid any ſuch 
Claim, when his Supremacy was actually 
made a Controverſy among the Apoſtles, 
Mark 1x. 35. By the Way they had diſputed 
among themſet ves who ſhould be the GREATEST. 
And he ſat down and called the TwWRLVR, and 
he ſaith unto them, If any Man defire to be 
FIRST, Ihe ſame ſhall be LasT of all, and Ser- 
vant of all, The very ſame Powers for 
ſpreading the Goſpel, and forming Chriſtian 
Churches, that were given to St PETER, were, 
in like Manner, and with the greateſt Solem- 
nity, given tothe other Apoſtles, Matt. xxviii. 
18, 19, 20. Jobn xx. 21. And to feed the 
Sheep and Lambs of Chriſt, which St PeTeR 
was thrice commanded to do, after he had 


{| © thrice denied his Maſter, is declared the com- 
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e Duty of the Elders of the Church; who 


are enjoined (Acts xx. 28.) to take Heed to all 
the Flock — to FEED the Church of GOD. 
And as to the Word Rock or Foundation, 
ſpoken to St Perer; we find, Eph. ii. 20. | 
the ſame Declaration 1s made with Regard 
to all the- Apoſtles; Now: therefore, ye ore 
uo more Strangers and Foreigners, but Fel- 
lzw-Citizens with the Saints, and of the | 
Houſhold of Gon; and are built upon the | 
FouNDATION of the Apoſtles and Prophets, | 
Jesus CHRTSTH himſelf being the chief Corner 
Stone: So Rev. xxi. 14. St Paul. declares 
of himſelf, 2 Cor. xit. 11. [n notbing am I be- 
hind the very cu1rtEresT Apoſtles. And 
He acted upon this Principle, Gel. ii. 11. 
When PrrEx was come to Antioch I wirk- 
STOOD HIM % the Face, becauſe be was to be 
blamed. Had St Peter treated St Paul in 
this Manner, how would his pretended Suc- 
ceſſor have triumphed in it as a Proof of Su- 
periority! Nor leſs, if PRTER had ſent out 
any Apoſtles, as they ſent 11M; for when the 
Apoſtles which were at Jeruſalem had heard 
that Samaria had received the Word of Gov, 
THEY SENT unte themPETER and JOHN, 
As vin. 14. And when no ſmall Diſputa- 
tion and Diſſention aroſe at Antioch concern- 
ing Circumciſion, (Acls xv.) they determined, 
that PauL and BaRNnaBas, withcertain others, 


Mould go up to Jeruſalem about this Queſtion :— 


But to whom? To StPxzTer, no doubt; the 
Prince of the Apoſtles ; the Biſhopot Biſnops; 
=; who 


who had ſupreme univerſal Juriſdiction; the 
only Rock upon which the Church was to ſtand ; 
to whom ChRISH had committed the Overſight 
of the Clergy and People of the whole Chriſt- 
ian World. No; juſt the Reverſe: They were 
togo to THE APOSTLES AND ELDERS about 
this Queſtion, ver. 2. no mention of St Px- 
TER, who was then at Feruſalem. And the 
Sentence, confirmed by the Council, was de- 
livered by St James, and not by St PETER; 
who, like PauL and BarnaBas, related ſome 
Matters of Fact. But St James ſpeaks on this 


wiſe, Men and Brethren, hearken unto me: 


Simeon hath declared, how G ov at the firſt 


did viſit the Gentiles; and to this agree the 
Words of the Prophets: Wherefore my Sentence 
7s, &c. which Sentence was received with 
unanimous Approbation. Nor does St PE- 
TER, in any Part of his Hiſtory, or in his 
Epiſtles, once claim this Supremacy, or is it 
once intimated in any one Paſſage of Scripture, 
As to the Suppoſition of a living infal- 
lible Judge, St PETER himſelf, for whoſe 
Authority the Papiſts ought to have a 
particular Regard, has moſt clearly deter- 
mined that Queſtion on the Proteſtant Side, 
by declaring the Scriptures and the Mrit- 
ings of the Prophets to be our Rule and 
Guide, This Apoſtle forewarns us of falſe 
Teachers, who privily ſhall bring in DAMN- 
ABLE HERESIES, 2 Epiſt. ii. 1, &c. And in 
order to ſecure Chriſtians from this Danger, 
what Method does he take? Does he once 
intimate 


— f . ↄ— i. oa io 1 ˙—⁴“1ũ ¾ ˙ .. ̃ ] . ĩᷣͤ . ̃]¾ IE. LEG 


"0-33. ) 


intimate, that he ſhould leave a Succeſſor, 


the Biſhop of Rome, who was veſted with | | 


univerſal Authority; and was, by divine Ap- 
pointment, to be the nfallzble, ſupreme, liv- | 
ing Fudge in the Chriſtian Church? — No; 
this holy Apoſtle preſcribes another Antidote 
againſt the Poiſon of damnable Herefies, Chap. | 
iii. 1, 2. This ſecond Epiſtle, beloved, 1 now | 
write unto you; in both which I ſtir up your | 
pure Minds by way of Remembrance: That ye | 
may be mindful of the Words which were ſpoken | 
before by the holy PROPHETS, and of the 
Commandment of US the ApOST LES of the 
Lord and Saviour. No infallible Guide, no un- 
erring Authority of any Church, ſo much as 
mentioned; but f H/ords of the Prophets and 
Apoſtles! Let Papiſts then raiſe the Autho- 
rity of St PETER as high as they pleaſe, that 
Authority is plainly on the Proteſtant Side. 
But in the next Place, had St PRT ER him- 
ſelf been inveſted with any Supremacy over 
the Apoſtles, which was plainly not the Caſe; 


how does this Supremacy, granted to an in- 


ſpired Apoſtle, derive itſelf to any other 
Perſon who is not an inſpired Apoſtle, as, by 
the Popiſh Account, it muſt have done, even 
while /ome of the Apoſtles were alive? Or, 
in particular, how is this high Power derived 


to the Biſhops of Rome? Do the Holy Scrip- 


tures once ſay, that St PR YER was at Rome? | 
or declare any Derivation of Authority from | 
him to the Biſhop of Rome? Does he write | 
any Epiſtle to this Church? Or do his | 
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Epiſtles once hint, that this high, and (as the 
Papiſts alledge) neceſſary Power, was lodged 
with the Biſhop of Rome? Or could any 
Point be more material to be known? On 
the contrary, St PavL writes to the Church of 
Rome; and infuch a Manner, as plainly ſhews 
he did not conſider that Church as the parti- 
cular Charge of a Prince of the Apoſtles, whom 
he never once mentions in his long Epiſtle to 
the Romans; though he enumerates ſo many 
particular Chriſtians by Name, Chap. xiii. 
St PETER is recorded to have been at ſeveral 
Places, Samaria, Antioch, Jeruſalem, &c. 
but not once mentioned to have been at Rome. 
Strange! if PETER had been at Rome for ſe- 
veral Years, as Papiſts pretend, before the 
Arrival of St Paul, that the Jes, who were 
PeTxR'S more immediate Charge, ſhould ſay 
to Paul, Vie defire to hear of Thee what thou 
thinkeſt; for as concerning this Se, we know 
that every where it is ſpoken againſt, Acts 
XxXviii. 22. PETER writes from Babylon, 
(which is made to mean Rome) but his Epiſtles 
are directed to the Strangers, ſcattered thro* 
Pontus, Catpadocia, Galatia, &c. as St 
James's Epiſtle is to the Twelve Tribes ſcat- 
tered abroad. This Direction of PETER“ 
I piſtles to the ſcattered Jews and Proſelytes, 
who were converted to Chriſtianity, is perfect- 
ly agreeable to the Declaration, Gal. ii. 8. He 
that wrought eſfectually in Px TER to the Apoſtle- 
ſhip of the CixeumersION, the ſame was 


mighty in ME towards the GENTILES. _ 
| when 
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when JAMES, CEPHAS, and Join, who ſeem- 
ed to be PILLARS [no Supremacy here to CE- 
HAS or PeTER] perceived the Grace that 


was given unto me, they gave to me and Bar- 


NAaBas be right Hand of Fellowſhip, that wt 
ſhould go unto the Heathen, and Tuey unto 
the Circumciſion. The Holy Scriptures being 
thus plain and expreſs againſt any Infallibility 
or Supremacy derived to the Biſhop of Rome 
from St PETER, the Jeſuits and Popiſb Ad- 
vocates, zealous for this grand Point, en- 
deavour to ſupport it by Paſſages trom fal- 
lible, though antient Writers; who ſometimes 
ſpeak in very high Terms of Biſhops in ge- 
neral, and of the Biſhop of Rome in particu- 
lar, as well as of the Biſhops of many other 
Places: Thus, for Example, GRECORY Na- 
ZIANZEN ſpeaking of St CyYPRIAx, Biſhop of 
Carthage, ſays; ** He preſided not only over 
ce the Church of Carthage, or that of Africa, 
«© on which he reflefted an extraordinary Lu- 
& ſire, but over all the Weſt, nay, and over 
&* all the Nations of the Eaſt, of the Nerth, 
« and the South.“ Can the Pope, in all An- 
tiquity, boaſt a ſtronger Declaration in favour 
of his See? But to ſpeak the Truth, the 
univerſal Juriſdiction of the See of Carthage, 
or of Feruſalem, Antioch, Alexandria, Rome, | 
or Conftantinople, 1s not to be inforced from | 
any ſuch Expreſſions ; which, though common | 
to many Sees, the Papifts only mention when | 
applied to that of Rome. | 
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Proteſtants communicate with the whole 
Catholick Church of CHRIST, except where 
ſuch ſinful Terms are impoſed, as render it 
criminal to hold Communion, which is the 
Caſe in the Romiſb Church. Papiſts having, 
by falſe Doctrine and idolatrous Worſhip, ſe- 
parated from the true Catholick Church, can 
only be looked upon as a Schiſmatical Sect; 
whereas the Doctrine and Worſhip of Pro- 
teſtants, free from the ſuperſtitious and cor- 
rupt Additions which Ignorance or Deſign 
had introduced, is really Catholick; and pro- 
feſt by ſincere Chriſtians in al Ages of Chriſ- 
tianity. When the Jewiſb or Heathen World 
was converted, they were taught thoſe ge- 
nuine Doctrines of the Goſpe], which are now 
profeſt by Proteſtants; and this before there 
was a Church at Rome; for Rome certainly was 
not the firſt or Mother Church. So that the 
very Arguments which Papiſts would urge in 


'Favour of their Religion, really make for the 


Proteſtants; Antiquity, perpetual Viſibility, 
Apoſtolical Succeſſion, and Miſſion, and all 
Properties of the true Church, make for us: 
Scripture is plainly on our Side; Reaſon alſo, 
and our very Senſes: To. both of theſe the 
monſtrous Doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation is a 


groſs Contradiction, as it aſſerts the fame one 
Body to be in England, in France, and a 


Thouſand other Places at the ſame Time. 
This Doctrine is ſo abſurd, that the Account 


given of it in their own Creed is a ſufficient 


Tonfutation. In the moſt holy Sacrament of 
th? 
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the Euchariſt, there is truly, really, and su- 
STANTIALLY, the Body and Blood, together 
with the SOUL and Divinity of our Lord 
Jzsus CHRIST. Directly contrary to Heb. 
x. 12. This Man (Jesus ChRIST) after be 
bad offered ONE Sacrifice for Sins, FOR EVER 
SAT DOWN AT THE RIGHT HAND OF Gov. 
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BECAUSE, even in the Judgment of Proteſt- 
ants, we muſt be on the ſafer Side. They allow, 
that our Church does not err in Fundamentals; that 
ſhe is a Part at leaſt of the Church of CHRIST: 
That we have ordinary Miſſion, Succeſſion, and 
Orders, from the Apoſtles of CHRIST. They al- 
low, that there is Salvation in our Communion; 
and conſequently, that our Church wants nothing 
neceſſary to Salvation. We can allow them no- 
thing of all this, without doing Wrong to Truth and 
our Conſcience. We are convinced, that they are 
all guilty of a Fundamental Error, in the Article 
of the Church; which if they had believed aright, 
they would never have pretended to reform her 
Doctrine. We are convinced that they are Schiſ- 
maticks, by ſeparating themſelves from the Com- 
munion of the Church of CHR ISH; and Heretichs, 
by diſſenting from her Doctrine in many ſubſtantial 
Articles; and, conſequently, that they have no 
Part in the Church of CHRISrH, no lawful Miſſion, 
no Succeſſion from the Apoſtles, no Authority at 
all to preach the Word of Gon, or adminiſter the 
dacraments; In fine, no Share in the Promiſes of 
CiR1sT's heavenly Kingdom (excepting the Caſe 
of invincible Ignorance) from which the Scripture 


in ſo many Places excludes Hereticts and Schiſ- 
maticks, : 
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BY the Papiſts own Arguments and Con- 
feſſion, Proteſtants muſt be on the much 
fafer Side. Papiſts admit the holy Scriptures 
to be given by Inſpiration; to theſe we ad- 
here. If thefe ſacred Writings may be miſ- 
taken or perverted, ſo may the Canons and 
= Decrees of Men. We own the Church of 
W Rome, which can only be a Part of the Uni- 
verſal Church, to be in the Right /o far only 
as ſhe retains the true, original Doctrines of 
W the Goſpel; but to be greſh wrong in the many 
corrupt Additions ſhe has made to the pure 
Religion of JESsus CHRIST. Our Doctrine, 
contained in the antient Creeds, and confirmed 
by Scripture, they cannot poſſibly aſſert to be 
falſe; whereas their Doctrine is certainly falſe 
in every Article they have added to the antient 
Faith, ſuch as Tranſubſtantiation, Purgatory, 
Praying to Saints, &c. Our Worſhip, paid only 
to Gop the Father, Sox, and Holy Ghoſt, it 
is impoſſible to condemn or cenſure, whereas 
their Worſhip is very faulty and idolatrous; 
ours is commanded in Scripture, theirs forbid; 
u Thou ſhalt not MAKE to thyſelf any GRAVEN 
i IMAGE, zor the Likeneſs of any Thing that is 
in Heaven above thou ſhalt not Bow DOWN 10 
them, NOR woRSH1P them. 

Ihe bh Sacraments are duly and regularly, 
and completely adminiſtred by our Miniſters; 
| certainly not ſo in the Church of Rome: In 


Baptiſm they add many ſuperſtitious Ceremo- 
| nies; 
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Schiſmaticks and Hereticks, and to declare, 
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nies; ſuch as Exorciſm, to drive away the | 
Devil; firſt from the Water, and then by blo w- 


ing three Times upon the Face of the Perſon 


to be baptized ; putting Salt into his Mouth; 
Spittle applied to his Ears and Noſe; then the 
Chriſm, or anointing the Top of his Head, 
then giving him a Vite Handkerchief, and put- |} 
ting a burning Wax Candle into his Hand, Sc. 
All which vain Inventions, the Catechiſm of |! 
the Council of Trent defends: In the Lord's 
Supper they omit giving the Cup, adding here | 
likewiſe many ſuperſtitious Rites. By our Mi- 
niſters, both thefe Ordinances are diſpenſed ac- 
cording to our Saviour's own Appointment, as | 
Papiſts themſelves muſt own, and the Scrip- | 
tures plainly ſhew. 
The greateſt Charity is compelled by the | 
Force of Truth, to call the Papiſts both 


that where they have Means of better Inſtruc- 
tion, as is the Caſe in England, they run the 
utmoſt Hazard of their Salvation, Papiſts 
are evidently very groſs Schiſmaticks, they | 
will not join with our Church, which they | 
cannot accuſe of one Fault in Doctrine, 
Worſhip, or the Adminiſtration of the holy | 
Sacraments z and they have introduced ſo Mf 
many dangerous Corruptions in all theſe, 
that it is impoſſible for 45, without greatly | 
offending Go p, to join with hem. Is not 
this then Schiſm, or breaking Chriſtian Union, 
when they will neither join with us, nor endea- 
your a Reformation of thoſe Abuſes, which! 


hinder 
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hinder us from communicating with them? 
And as they have greatly corrupted the Chriſt- 
ian Doctrine in all the Articles of that ne 
Creed, (See Page 72.) publiſhed by Pope 
Pros, above 1500 Years after CHRIST 
if and his Apoſtles, it is eee not to fix 

upon them the Charge of Hereſy; and as 
their Worſhip alſo is directly contrary to 
| Scripture, and fo plainly idolatrous (if there 
ever was ſuch a Thing as Idolatry) it is a ne- 
ceſſary Truth, that every one who joins in 
W theſe Abominations, is an Enemy to the Pu- 
W rity of the Goſpel ; and if he has Opportu- 
W nity of better Inſtruction, expoſes his Soul to 
the utmoſt Danger. The Uncharitableneſs of 
W Papiſts, in damning all Proteſtants, is one Ad- 
dition to the many bad Things, which haugh- 
| ty and perſecuting Popes have introduced, 
contrary to the meek and merciful Spirit of the 
Wl Goſpel, Go p ozly can fix the Terms of Sal- 
vation. The Pride or Cruelty of Popery 
W therefore, cannot hurt our Souls; and every 
W wile Man will think, that the Advice of a 
W ſober and ſkilful Phyſician is much to be pre- 
fſerred to the vain Boaſting of a noiſy Quack, 

| who cries himſelf up as INFALLIBLE: And it 
is a common Obſervation, that the more Quack 
any Man REALLY IS, the more infallible he 
PRETENDS to be. 
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are to ſuppoſe the Profeſſors of it to be excuſed by 
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BECAUSE the Proteſtant Religion, though we 


invincible 
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invincible Ignorance from the Guilt of Hereſy and 
Schiſm, lays them, nevertheleſs, under moſt dread- 
ful Diſadvantages, which muſt needs highly endan- 
ger their everlaſting Salvation; the more, becauſe 
it is at the leaſt highly probable, they have no true 
Orders amongſt them. Hence, they have no true 
Sacrament of the Body and Blood of our Lord; 
they have no Part in the great Euchariſtic Sacrifice 
no Communication of the Holy Ghoſt by the Bi- 
ſhops Impoſition of Hands in Confirmation; no 
Power of the Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven, 
given to the Church St Matt. xvi. 19. and St John 
xx. 22, 23, for abſolving Sinners, &c. Add to this, 
that their Religion robs them of the Communion of 
the Saints in Heaven, by teaching them not to ſeek 
their Prayers or Interceſſion: It encourages them, 
by the Doctrine of Fu/tification by Faith alone, 
ART, XI. to be no ways ſolicitous for redeemin 
their paſt Sins by Good Works and Penitential 
Auſterities: It robs them, when they are ſick, of 
that great Bleſſing, both Corporal and Spiritual, 
promiſed St ane v. to the Anointing of the Sick : 
And when they are dead, no Prayers muſt be ſaid 
for them, for fear of Superſtition. In ne, the 
Scriptures, which are put in their Hands, are cor- 
rupted; the little Good that their Church preſcribes 
or Adviſes, as Faſting, keeping Holidays, Con- 
feſſion, &c. is entirely neglected, and both Mini- 
ſters and People run on in a wide, eaſy Way of 
Living, with little or no Apprehenſion for their fu- 
ture State, Whereas the true Servants of Gop, in 
Imitation of the Apoſtles and other Saints, have al- 
ways led a Life of Mortification and Self-denial, 
and have always ſtrove to work out their Salvation 
with Fear and Trembling, 


ANSWER, | 
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THOUGH invincible Ignorance, and the 
Want of better Inſtruction, may be an Ex- 
cuſe to ſome Papiſts, yet their Religion it[elt 
lays them under great and dangerous Difad- 
vantages. To have the holy Bible locked 
vp from them, is to be deprived of the Means 
of Knowledge, Comfort, and Satisfaction: 
As St Paul declares, Rom. xv. 4. Whatſc- 
ever Things were wrilten aforelime, were writ- 
ten for our LEARNING, that we, through Pa- 
tience and CoMFoRT of the SCRIPTURES, 
might have Hope. Which Scriptures, tranſ- 
lated from their proper Originals, the Pro- 
teſtants enjoy pure and uncorrupted, as all 
learned Men know and allow. To worſhip 
in an unknown Tongue, i. e. in Words we 
do not underſtand, is loſing all the Advan- 
tages of Prayer: Therefore, ſays the Apoſtle, 
I will pray with the Spirit, and I will pR Ay 
withthe UNDERSTANDING alſo, 1 Cor. xiv. 15, 
In which Chapter, the Caſe of praying in an 
unknown Tongue, is clearly decided agi 
the Papiſts. | 
ConFIRMAT10ON, and al! other Offices of 
Religion, really inſtituted by C RISTH and his 
Apoltles, are duly and effectually performed 
by Proteſtant Biſhops and Clergy. Whatever 
be the Caſe of thoſe who come from foreign 
. Countries, or pretend to be ordained by Bi- 
ſhops unknown to us; whether they are re- 
oulariy 


tever 
reign 
y Bi- 
e re- 
ulariy 
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gularly ordained or not; or whether any Per- 
{ons, pretending to be Popiſh Biſhops, were 
properly made Biſhops, it is certain, our 
Clergy are duly and regularly appointed to 
their Office, which the People are convinced 
of, by ſeeing them ordained; and as they 
have unqueſtionably an Apoſtolical Miſſion, 
ſo they adminiſter the Sacraments according to 
our Bleffed Saviour's own -Appointment ; 
while theſe holy Ordinances are greatly cor- 
rupted by the Adminiſtration of Popiſh 
Priefts, who miſlead People by perfuading 
them to truſt to the Sacrifice offered in the 
Maſs, which their Creed thus expreſſes, In 
the Maſs there is offered to Go p, a true, pro- 
fer, and propitiatory SACRIFICE for the Living 
and the Dead. Accordingly, the Council of 
Trent, Can. III. Seſſ. 22. with its uſual Cha- 
rily, DAMNS all thoſe, who ſay that the Maſs 
(which is celebrated every Day) is only a Cam- 
memoration of the Sacrifice offered upon the 
Croſs; Si quis dixerit Miſæ Sacrificium | 
« efſe nudam Commemorationem Sacrificij in 
« Cruce peracti, non autem Propitiatorium, 
« Anathema fit,” The Apoſtle, on the 
contrary, Heb. x. 10, 12. We are ſanctiſed 
through the Offering of the Body of IES US 
CHRIST ONCE FOR ALL.—And again, by 
onE Offering be hath perfected rox EVER them Mi 
that are ſancti fed. And in Chap, ix. 24, 25. | 
This very Notion of a repeated Sacrifice is re- 
markably exploded; CHRIST is not entered into | 
the boly Places made with Hands, but into Hea- 
| Ten 


ven itſelf, to appear in the Preſence f Go p for 
us 3 nor yet that he ſhould offer himſelf or r EN. 
Proteſtants have the Comfort and Security of 


truſting to this one efeFual Offering, made 


by Jesus CaRsT himſelf; and propoſe no 
other Method of Salvation, but Faith, Re- 

entance, and ſincere Obedience, through the 
Meri of CHRISTHNJ and truſt to his Interceſ- 
ſion alone, whom they are ſure the Father 
always heareth, The Eleventh Article of the 
Church of England is exafly conformable to 
the Declaration of the holy Apoſtle, Epbe/. 
ii. 8. By Grace ye are ſaved, through Faith; 
and that not of yourſelves, it is the Gift of Go p. 
Not of Works, leſt any Man ſhould boaſt. 
By which is evidently underſtood, as our 
Church declares in the very next Article; 
% That good Works are the Fruits of Faith, 
« ,—and do ſpring out neceſſarily of a rue 
« and lively Faith,” and as the Apoſtle him- 
ſelf explains it, Gal. v.6. A Fal H that work- 
eth by Love, influences the Practice, and pre- 
duces the peaceable Fruits of Righteouſneſs, This 
1s one Inſtance, among many, how evidently 
Papiſts oppoſe rue, Chriſtian Doctrine, While 

they calumniate Proteſtants, 

Papiſts have a Variety of Inventions, to 
encourage People in the vie and eaſy Way of 
Living, with little or no Apprehenſion about 
their future State. They have a Pope, who 
can diſpenſe with the Laws of Gov, ſt a 
Price upon the Commiſion and Pardon ot 
Sin, and ſhew an caſy Method of Salvation 
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by Pilgrimages, Penances, ſhameful Indul- 
gencies, unwarranted Prayers and Maſſes for 
the Dead ; by which, even the Fears of Pur- 
gatory are ſo far leſſened and abated, that none 
need dread that temporary Puniſhment, who 
can leave Money to buy it off. | 

Extreme Union is another Artiftce of Po- 
piſh Priefts, to excite falſe Hopes in the 
Minds of the People, which Proteſtants, tho? 
they aſſiſt their ſick Brethren with their Pray- 
ers, have wiſely diſuſed, as it is no longer 
attended with the miraculous Effects to raiſe 
up, i. e. heal the Sick, mentioned by St 
James, for which it was uſed in the Infancy 


of Chriſtianity ; when, among other Miracles, 


it was expedient for the Support of the Faith» ' 
ful, and Conviction of Unbelie vers. The 
AposrL Es accordingly, caſt out many Devils, 
and ANOINTED WITH OIL many that were 
ſick, and HEALED them, Mark xvi. 13. But to 
retain the meer Form, the anointing with Oil; 
when the Subſtance, the miraculous Power 
does not ſubſiſt, is a groſs Impoſition upon 
Chriſtian People. Proteſtants, by devout 
Prayers to the only Object of religious Wor- 
ſhip, and the Giver of all good Gifts, by 
really mortifying their evil and corrupt At- 
fections, not by external Severities and bodily 
Exerciſe, which profit little, depending upon 
the Grace and Mercy of Go p, and not upon 
ſinful Fellow Creatures, endeavour to work 
out their Salvation with Fear and Trembling. 

| Thirteenth 
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Thirteenth Papiſo RE As o. 


BECAUSE the Proteſtant Religion can afford 
us no Certainty in Matters of Faith. Their 
Church owns herſelf fallible even in Fundamentals; 
ſince ſhe only pretends to be Part of the Univerſal 
Church; and every Part, or particular Church, ac- 
cording to her Principles, may fall even into Er- 
rors deſtructive of Salvation: What Security then 
can ſhe give her Followers, that ſhe is not actual- 
ly leading them on in the Way of eternal Dam- 
nation? She has no infallible Certainty for the 
Scripture itſelf, which ſhe pretends to make her 
only Rule of Faith, For whence can ſhe pretend 
to have this Certainty? Not from the Scripture 
itſelf; for this would be running round in a Circle. 
Beſides, there is no Part of Scripture that tells us 
what Books are Scripture, and what not : Much 
leſs is there any Part of Scripture that aſſures us 
that the Englih Proteſtant Bible, for Example, is 
agreeable to what the Prophets and Apoſtles wrote 
fo er SY ago; or that there is ſo much as one 
ſingle Word in it uncorrupted, If ſhe appeals to 
Tradition; this, according to her Principles, cannot 
ground a certain Faith, ſince ſhe makes the Scrip- 
ture alone the Rule of Faith If ſhe appeals to 
Church-Authority, this ſhe pretends is not infallible. 
What then muſt become of the Infallibility of her 
Faith, when fhe has no infallible Certainty for the 


. Scripture, upon which alone fhe pretends to ground 
her Faith? Beſides, though ſhe were infallibly cer- 


tain of the Scriptures being the pure Word of God, 
it would avail her nothing, except ſhe were alſo in- 
fallihly certain that the Scripture is to be interpreted 
in her Way: And this is an Infallibility to which 


ſhe neither can nor does pretend to lay any Claim. 


And thus after all her Brags of the pure _ 4 
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God, her Children have no other Ground for their 
Faith and Religion, than her fallible Interpretation 
of the Word of God, oppoſite in many Points to 
the Interpretation of a Church of far greater Au- 
thority than ſhe can pretend to, 


ANSWER. 


THE Proteſtant Religion affords great 
Certainty in Matters of Faith, as it is found- 
ed upon the infallible Word of Gop, which 
Papiſts alſo profeſs to believe to be of Di- 
vine Inſpiration, If the Scriptures are not 
a ſure Rule to guide us in the moſt impor- 
tant Inquiries, why do Papiſts appeal to them 
as the only Proof of the pretended Authority 
and Infallibility of their Church ? If we afk 
why we are to believe the Supremacy of the 
Pope, or yield to the Authority of their 
Church? They tell us, the Scripture has aſcrib- 
ed this Power to St PETER, which means the 
Pope; or to the Church, which they affert to 
mean the Church of Rome, and quote Texts 
for that Purpoſe. If therefore the Scriptures 
be no Rule to guide us, why do they refer 
us to Scripture? And if it be a Rule, if, as 
they pretend, it will prove Tranſubſtantiation, 
or any other of their Doctrines, why may we 
not pay a Regard 'to the plaineſt Declarati- 
ons contained therein upon other Points? 
Thus, for Inſtance, are not theſe Words of 
our bleſſed Saviour, Drink ye all of this, a 
much clearer Command to receive in both 
Kinds, than that faying to PrrER (who had 

confeſſed 


(68) 
confeſſed that Jesus was CHRIST, the Son 
of the living Gop) Thou art PETER, and up- 
on this Rock will I build my Church, and ihe 
Gates of Hell ſhall not prevail againſt it—is a 
Proof of any peculiar Authority or Infallibi- 
lity in the Biſhop of Rome. The Truth of 
the Caſe is, whenever the Papiſts think they 
can draw a Text of Scripture to ſeem to fa- 
vour any of their Notions, then they appeal 
to Scripture; but whenever Scripture is plain- 
ly againſt them, then they endeavour to ſink 
its Credit; and at the ſame time refer us to 
the Writings of the Fathers, and to Canons, 
and Decrees of Councils, as by the laſt Ar- 
ticle of the Creed of Pope Pius: when all the 
World knows how much caſier it is to un- 
derſtand the ſacred Writings, than theſe Com- 
poſitions of fallible Men. If this will not 
do, they amuſe us with the Word Church, 
as if that had any Relation to the uſurped 
Authority of the Pope of Rome, who is ne- 
ver once mentioned or referred to in the 
whole New Teſtament, as being inveſted 
with any peculiar Authority. 
vp Proteſtants have the ſame internal and ex- 
 Zzernal Proof of the divine Authority of the 
Scriptures that the Church of Rome, and all 
Chriſtians in the World, ever had; and the 
Genuineneſs of the ſacred Writings, does not 
at all depend upon the Authority of the 
1 Church of Rome, but upon the univerſa! 
Reception which theſe Books have had in 
the whole Chriſtian Church from ihe Begin- 


ning; 
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ning; having been received, tranſlated, tran- 
ſcribed, appealed to, and acknowledged by 
all Chriſtians, by Hereticks, and by Infidels 


too; by Friends and Enemies. In ſhort, no 
other Books are tranſmitted with an equal 
Degree of Evidence, that they are genuine 
and uncorrupt; and the preſent Church of 
Rome has little to boaſt of upon this Account; 
for by reſtraining the general Uſe of theſe 
ſacred Writings, ſhe rather diminiſhes than in- 
creaſes the Evidence of their being genuine. 
Evidence may be, and in the preſent Caſe, 
concerning the Number and Genuineneſs of 
the Books of the holy Scriptures, certainly is 
ſufficient and convincing, though not abſolute- 
ly infallible ; every individual in the Chriſtian 
Church undoubtedly may be, and continue to be 
a Chriſtian, without being infallible ; ſo may 
any Number of Chriſtians, or the whole 
Church, which is compoſed of Individuals, 
continue and ſub/ift, though neither perfectly 
holy or infallible; entire Freedom from Sin 
and Error, is not neceſſary to the Character of 
any particular Chriſtian, or to the Being or 
Continuance of a Chriſtian Society. | 
Proteſtants, therefore, who endeavour to 
work out their Salvation with FR AR and TREM- 
ling, do not vainly pretend to an Infallibi- 
lity, which is no where promiſed in Scrip- 
ture, and not to be expected, any more than 
an abſolute Exemption from Sin, in this pre- 
lent imperfect State; but they think them- 
lelves ſecure of the Divine Mercy, as pro- 
miſed 


| erroneous Church. 


miſed in the holy Scriptures, - through the 
Merits of our bleſſed Saviour, while they 
embrace theſe holy Scriptures with a ſincere 
Faith, and endeavour to conform their Lives 
to the Precepts thereof. Their Religion does 
not depend = the Character of LuTHER 
ar any other Proteſtant z much leſs can they 
think of embracing the Popiſh Doctrines, 
which have been propagated and ſupported 
by very bad Men, who have fat in the Pa- 
pal Chair, and are directly contrary to thoſe 
Divine Writings, which all Sides own to be 
written under the Direction of the infallible 
Spirit of Gop. The pretended, vague, and 
undetermined Infallibility of the Church of 
Rome, is equally falſe and dangerous. The 
Doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation alone, contra- 
ry to our Reaſon, contrary to Scripture, con- 
trary to our Senſes, that every Crumb of eve- 
ry conſecrated Wafer, ſhould be the whole 
Body and Blood, together with the Soul and Di- 
vinity of our bleſſed Saviour; the ſame oN 
Body in ten thouſand different Places at the 
ſame time, in Heaven and in Earth, muſt be 
falſe, becauſe it is impoſſible to be true. Nor 
is it the leaſt Imputation upon Divine Power, 
not to do a Thing which implies a manifeſt 
Contradiction: Two and two CanNoT make 
ten. This one abſurd Doctrine is a ſufficient 


| Proof that the Church of Rome is not infallible; 


and ſo are many other falſe Doctrines in that 
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There is beſides an inſuperable Difficulty 
that Papiſts labour under, as to the Validity 
of all the Miniſtrations in their Church; 
which, after their vain boaſting of Infallibility, 
introduces the greateſt Uncertainty; for b 

11 Can. Seſſ. 7. of the Council of Trent, they 
make the Intention of the Prieſt neceſſary in 
the Adminiſtration of Sacraments; ſo that 
unleſs a Prieſt intend to baptize, a Child is 

not baptized ; nor Abſolution granted, or 
any other ſacred Office effectually perform'd. 
But who can anſwer for the Intentions of a 
Man, that may be an Unbeliever, a Wolf in 
Sheep's Cloathing, and intend the Prejudice 
of the Flock? or careleſs and iuattentive; 
or act from Malice or Revenge? And in 
every one of theſe Caſes the Innocent muſt = 
ſuffer; for no Sacraments are adminiſtred, 
and conſequently the moſt devout, beſt mean- 
ing People receive no Benefit. This Point is 
well ſtated by an able and impartial Hand, 
in the following Words: „ This Doctrine 
vwith reſpect to the Intention, proves daily 
to timorous Conſciences the Source of end- 
* leſs Doubts and Perplexities, which can 
* never be removed: For though they may 
% know for certain that the Ceremony was 
performed, yet they can never know whe- 
ther or no it was performed with the due 
Intention. In Confeſſion, for Inſtance, 
they may hear the Words of Abſolution 
pronounced by the Prieſt; but they know 
nothing of his Intention, of the Intention 


I « of 


72 ) 
« of the Miniſter who baptized him, of the 
« Biſhop who ordained him, of the Prieſt 
&« who baptized, or the Biſhops who ordain- 
« ed that Biſhop; and ſo up to the Apoſtles, 
c by whom the firſt Biſhops were ordained. 
Should the right Intention have been want- 
ing in any of theſe; ſhould the Prieſt, while 
7 < he pronounces the Words of Abſolution, 
have his Thoughts employed on ſome other 
&« Object, as it may eaſily happen, the pe- 
& nitent Sinner would depart from his Tri- 
„ bunal with the whole Load of his Sins, 
& and be damned, notwithſtanding his Re- 
6 pentance, for, or more properly ſpeaking, 
& through want of Attention, in the Prieſt : 
« A moſt unchriſtian and impious Doctrine, 
6 placing our eternal Salvation in the Hands 
&« of others, and not in our own! (Mr Bow- 
E R's Hiſtory of the Popes, Vol. I. p. 96.) 
Such, we ſee, is the Certainty of Salvation 
under Popery, and ſuch the infallible Aſſiſtance 
of Popiſh Prieſts! 

Upon the whole, 'tis very plain, that after 
all the vain Pretences of the Church of Rome, 
there 1s neither Truth, Safety, nor Certainty, 
in that corrupt and cruel Church. Reaſon, 
Scripture and Antiquity, are certainly on the 
Proteſtant Side. Let us therefore hold faſt 
the Profeſſion of our Faith without wavering, 
and not be carried about with every Wind «of 
Doctrine, by the Slight of Men, and cunning 


0 — 


Craftineſs, whereby they lie in wait to deceive. 
| N. B, 


ning 
ei ve. 


J. B. 


Hand of Gop the Father Almighty ; from 
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N. B. To this 13th and laſt Reaſon, is annex- 
ed a tedious perſonal Abuſe upon LUTHER, with 
ſome Quotations from his Books, which might 
eaſily be-retorted upon the Papiſts by much more 
enormous Aſſertions found in the Writings of 
Popiſh Authors; but the Reader ſhall not be 
diverted from the real Point in diſpute by this 
Method of Arguing, which is plainly foreign 
to the Purpoſe; fince Proteſtants, as has been 
often juſily ſaid, do not found the Religion 
which they embrace upon LUTHER, or any hu- 
man Character or Authority, but upon the 
Word of Go p. Inſtead of a needleſs Diſcuſ- 
fron therefore, of perſonal Abuſe, the moſt Ax- 
TIENT Summary of the Chriſtian Faith, which + 
ALL Proteſtants receive and profeſs, ſhall be laid 
before the Reader, to be compared with the 
Popiſh Creed, publiſhed above 1500 Years 


after CHRIST. 


The Proteſtant Creed. 


Believe in Gop the Father Almighty, 
Maker of Heaven and Earth : 

And in Jesus CHRIS his only Son our 
Lo RD, who was conceived by the Holy 
Ghoſt, born of the Virgin Maxy, ſuffered 
under PonT1vus PiLATE, was crucified, dead, 
and buried, he deſcended into Hell; the third 
Day he roſe again from the Dead, he aſcend- 
ed into Heaven, and ſitteth on the right 


- thence 


— — — — 


7 | 


thence he ſhall come to judge the Quick and 
the Dead. | 

1 believe in the Holy Ghoſt ; the Holy 
Catholick Church; the Communion of Saints; 
the Forgiveneſs of Sins; the Reſurrection of 
the Body, and the Life everlaſting. Amen. 


Por Is H CREED, formed and publiſhed 


by the Pope Dec. 9. 1564. 


I. I Moſt firmly admit and embrace Apoſtolical 
and Eccleſiaſtical Traditions, and ALL other 
Obicrvations and Conſtitutions of the ſame Church. 
II. I do admit the Holy Scriptures in the ſame 
Senſe that holy Mother Church doth, and hath 
admitted, whoſe Buſineſs it is to judge of the true 
Senſe and Interpretation of them; and I will ne- 
ver receive and interpret them but according to 
the unanimous Conſent of the Fathers. 

III. I do profeſs that there are Seven Sacraments 
of the new Law, truly and properly ſo called, in- 
fiituted by JesUus CHRISH our Lord, and neceſ- 
ſary to the Salvation of Mankind, though not all-of 
them -to every one, viz. Baptiſm, Confirmation, 
Euchariſt, Penance, Extreme Unction, Orders, and 
Marriage; and that they do confer Grace; and 
that of theſe, Bapti/m, Confirmation, and Orders, 
may not be repeated without Sacrilege: I do alſo 
receive and admit the received and approved Rites 
of the Catholick Church, in her ſolemn Admini- 
{ration of the aboveſaid Sacraments. 

IV. I do embrace and receive all and every 
Thing that hath been defined and declared by the 
holy Council of Trent, concerning Original Sin and 
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V. I do alſo profeſs, that in the Maſi there is of- 
feredunto G o p, a true, proper, and propitiatory 
Sacrifice for the Living and the Dead; and that in 
the moſt holy Sacrament of the Euchariſt, there is 
truly, really, and ſub/lantially, the Bo p and 
Boop, together with the SOUL and Divinity 


of our Lord JEsUs CHRIST; and that there is a 
Converſion made of the whole Subſtance of the 
Bread into the Body, and of the whole Subſtance of 
the Mine into the Blood, which Converſion the 


Catholick Church calls Tranſubſtantiation, 


[And yet 

VI. I confeſs, that under one Kind only, whole 
and entire CHRIST, and a true Sacrament, is taken 
and received. 

VII. I do firmly believe that there is a Purgatory, 
and that the Souls detained there, do receive Help 
by the Prayers of the Faithful. 

VIII, I do likewiſe believe,. that the Saints, 
reigning together with CHRIST, are to be war- 


ſhipped and prayed unto, and that they do offer 


Prayers unto Go p for us, and that their Relicks 
are to be venerated, 

IX. I do moſt firmly affert, that the Imacrs 
of CHRIST, and of the Bleſſed Virgin, the Mother 
of God, and of other Saints, ought to be had 
and -retained, and that due Honour and W 

ought to be given to them. 

X. Ido affirm, that the Power of Indulg encies - 


was left by Chriſt in the Church, and that = Uſe 


of them is very beneficial to Chriſtian People. 

XI. I do acknowledge the Holy, Catholick, and 
Apoftolick Roman Church, to be the Mother and 
Miftreſs of ALL Churches; and I do promiſe and 
ſwear true Obedience to the Biſhop of Rome, the.Suc- 
ceſlor of St PETER the Prince of the Apoſtles, 
and Vicar of JESUS CHRIST. 

| 7 XII. I 
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XII. I do unde ubtedly receive and profeſs AL 1 
OTHER Things, which have been delivered, de- 
fined, and declared, by the ſacred Canons and cecu- 
menical Councils, and eſpecially by the holy Sy- 
nod of Trent; and all Things contrary thereunto, 


and all Hereſies condemned, rejected, and anathe- 


matized by the Church, I do likewiſe condemn, 
reject, and anathematize. 


T HE Reader will not be ſurprized, that 


with equal Truth, Modeſty, and Charity, all 


theſe groſs Abſurdities, and unſcriptural hu- 
man Devices, are called by Popery, The true 
Catholick Faith, out of which no Man can be 


ſaved: Vera & Catholica Fides, extra quam 


+ nemo ſalvus eſſe poteſt. Our bleſſed 
Lord has ſufficiently fortified the Minds of 
his faithful Followers againſt ſuch vain Ter- 
rors, (Matt. x. 28.) Fear not them that KILL 
THe Bop, ut are not able to kill the Soul, but 
rather fear Hi, which is able to deſtroy bath 
Soul and Body in Hell. 


„ BLESSED LORD, who haſt cauſed 
% all Holy. Scriptures to be written for our 
Learning; Grant that we may in ſuch wiſe 
4e hear them, read, mark, learn, and inward- 
« ly digeſt them, that by Patience and Com- 
« fort of thy Holy Word, we may embrace 
« and ever hold faſt the bleſſed Hope of ever- 
40 laſting Life, which Thou haſt given us 
in our * Ixsus Caalsr. e | 
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